
Glen Urquhart High School Parent Council 
21 January 2016  
 
In Attendance: PM Paul Milton Head Teacher 
 SK Sodi Kakouris Chairperson 
 LI Lesley Inglis Treasurer 
 MW Morag Watson Secretary 
 PC Paula Cooper  
 MF Morag Fraser  
 KH Karen Hookham  
 LS Laurna Stobo  
    
Not Present:  Emma Cooper  
  Laura Quinn  
  Roni Smith  
    
In Attendance BH Billy Hives S6 pupil  Item 2 
 MM Martin MacPhee S6 pupil  Item 2 

 Action 
1 Welcome and Apologies  
   
 BH and MM were welcomed to the meeting.  
   
2 Pupil Leavers’ Event and Fundraising  
   
 BH and MM joined the meeting to discuss options available to them 

for their leavers’ event in June, particularly looking at who would 
fund which aspects of the event.  Pupils had raised £800, with more 
events planned which could potentially raise funds to £1000.  This 
was a splendid effort on their part and could go towards the cost of 
the meal and a contribution towards hoodies and/or a yearbook.  
Parent Council would cover part of the meal, the cost of invitations, 
medals, photo downloads and gifts for the photographers.   
 
Pupils were keen to have a yearbook if possible and were advised 
to liaise with Ms Gordon, who had organised this last year; Parent 
Council could perhaps fund this depending on other overall costs.   
 
Pupils should also liaise with Ms Strachan regarding ordering 
hoodies.  They should contact two pupils who left early to ensure 
they had the option of being included on the hoodies if they wished.   
 
Due to a price reduction on the 2015 photobooks there was a £100 
surplus which was included in the Parent Council funds.  The £100 
will increase their budget from £800 to £900 as things stand now. 
 
There would be 24 S6 leavers, an unknown number of S4 and S5 
leavers and teaching staff to cater for.  The S6 pupils had voted in 
favour of a sit-down meal at the Clansman.  LI would check 
previous menus and liaise with the Manager to book 30

th
 June and 

go over menus and costs. Pupils would need to arrange their own 
transport to the Clansman and should check whether Ms Strachan 
could use the school minibus for transport.  
 
A couple of Parent Council members should attend the dinner.  LI 
would not be available, KH would check whether she could attend, 
but at least one other should attend. Attendees to be agreed at the 
next meeting, MW to add to agenda. 
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3 Minutes of Meeting of 4 November 2015  
   
 Minutes were approved.  
   
4 Matters Arising  
   
 There were no matters arising.  
   
5 / 8.3 Correspondence  
   
 LI received an email from Caledonian Concepts publicising 

opportunities to fundraise through helping at the Inverness 
Marathon or the Loch Ness Etape.  After consideration it was 
agreed that we wouldn’t pursue these further, due to a combination 
of age requirements, timing, location and finding volunteers. 
 
MF would email information on the Inverness ½ Marathon to PM for 
inclusion in the next mailshot. 
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6 Head Teacher’s Report  
   
6.1 Past Events  
 PM thanked members for their assistance at events over the last 

term.   
 
The Lion King raised a good amount and Mr Hay requested it be 
spent on a ceiling mounted projector and partially fund alterations 
to the sound room to enable him to work within the room instead of 
outside it. 
 
The Senior Citizens’ Party and evening show had gone down well, 
with most pupils involved.  

 

   
6.2 Young Person Initiative  
 This was a great event, enjoyed by pupils and judges.  The team 

representing the Glen Urquhart Care Centre won.  Well done to 
Miss Todd and all who took part.   

 

   
6.3 Young Enterprise  
 This programme was ongoing, with the final presentations due at 

the Ironworks on 22 March.  The group had received good 
feedback from the Dragons Den, which they had taken on board.  
They had now sold all their bracelets and made a profit. 

 

   
6.4 School Trips  
 Forty six pupils would be attending the Ballet “Cinderella” at Eden 

Court next Thursday. 
 

   
 During the SQA study leave period a number of S1-S3 pupils would 

travel to Spain on a water sports trip and S3 would attend 
Badaguish Outdoor Centre.  Unfortunately no funding for the 
Badaguish trip was available from Siorbheas this year. 

 

   
6.5 Staffing  
 Mrs Ballantyne had resigned and a potential replacement had fallen 

through.  The vacancy had now been re-advertised and the 
timeframe meant it would likely be the Easter holiday before a new 
appointee was in place. Mr Graham would be returning to provide 
temporary cover and it was hoped he would stay until a 
replacement was in place, to provide continuity for the pupils.  PM 

 



commended Mr Fulton for the extra effort he was putting in to 
running two SQA classes. 

   
 Mrs Miller would retire from the Support for Pupils Department in 

summer. 
 

   
 Linda Baird was providing maternity cover for Mrs Murray.  
   
6.6 Easter Fun Run  
 The Parent Council agreed to fund Easter eggs for participants in 

the Easter Fun Run in March.  Laurna Stobo would buy the eggs. 
LS 

   
6.7 Charitable Fundraising  
 Charities supported last term were: 

£288 Children in Need 
£175 The Alliance of Chin Refugees School, Kuala Lumpur 
27 boxes collected for the Blythswood Christmas Shoebox appeal 

 

   
6.8 S3 Week of Work  
 PM presented the draft timetable for the S3 Week of Work 

programme to take place week commencing 22 February, prior to 
the Work Experience week in May/June.  The programme had been 
created with Great Glen Consultancy, drawing on representatives 
from numerous companies to deliver the programme, which would 
include talks, application writing, CVs, interview practice, visits, and 
would give pupils an opportunity to think about work experience 
and career options early on.   
 
The Skills Development section would be open to the whole school 
and parents would be invited to a drop-in session.  The programme 
would be evaluated afterwards to improve for future. 
 
Work experience is not generally offered through school in S4 or S5 
as the break tends to affect their work. However, it is hoped to open 
up to S6 pupils this year.  The Authority have to risk assess all work 
experience placements arranged through school.  

 

   
7 Treasurer’s Report  
   
 The account balance stands at £3,427.33.  At the school show, S6 

raised £563 through raffles, and donations for teas covered the cost 
of tea purchases. 

 

   
8 Events  
   
8.1 Film Update 

There had been a good turn-out for the Star Wars film night, which 
raised £143.   
 
A young child had been left unsupervised, which had caused a little 
difficulty.   Future posters should make it clear that young children 
must be accompanied and volunteers should be as vigilant as 
possible to ensure they are. 
 
Another film would be organised for pre-Easter holiday, MW would 
check on theatre availability/clashes for Saturday 19 March, and 
suggestions for a family film should be emailed round. 
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8.2 Bingo Night Arrangements  
 MF had circulated the poster and action list for the Bingo Night on  



Friday 5 February.   

 Bobo would kindly donate game books. 

 Entrance would be £4 adult / £2 child 

 Dabbers had been bought, to sell for 50p 

 KH would buy 2 raffle books 

 PC/KH/LI would arrange shortbread for refreshments 

 LI would organise the float for door/raffle/teas 

 Donations for raffles/prizes to be sought from other parents 

 Posters were distributed for noticeboards  

 MF, KH, LI, MW would assist for all or part of the evening  
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9 School Bus  
   
 It had come to Parent Council attention that the Cannich school bus 

had been late on several occasions, possibly more from 
breakdowns than weather related.  It appears to make up some 
time as there are fewer pick-ups left; hence it may still arrive within 
the contracted arrival slot and not be obvious to the school.  PM 
asked LI and PC to let him know when it happens so he can 
monitor and raise with Stagecoach.  PC will also check with the 
primary school as the bus carries primary school children.   
 
PM advised we were supposed to have a specific, reliable, double 
decker, but possibly this wasn’t always being provided.  
Stagecoach are advised of exam dates and exam start times can 
be delayed a few minutes if necessary. 
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10 Any Other Business  
   
10.1 Uniform  
 PM confirmed that the school keeps a limited supply of spare 

sweatshirts for those pupils who turn up out of uniform.  LI would 
hand in a couple of spares for their supply. 
 
PM confirmed that the janitor should be the first point of contact 
when looking for lost property.  Many items get left unclaimed; if 
they are left in the baskets over the holiday they are disposed of.    

 
LI 

   
10.2 Parent Council Meetings  
 PC raised the issue of encouraging a wider attendance at Parent 

Council meetings.  Although it is not possible for school to email 
agendas to parents yet, could a mail drop be put in school bags?  
SK would draft a flyer and email to PM for the next meeting.  SK will 
also write on the topic for the next newsletter, to include: 

 remind all parents they can attend on an ad hoc basis; 

 provide us with contact details if they can help with events; 

 formal agendas can be issued to those who provide the 
parent council with their email address. 

 
We might consider seeking email addresses at the Transition 
meeting for parents. 
 
MW to add time of meeting to future agendas. 
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11 Date of Next Meetings  
   

 The next meeting will be held at 7pm on Wednesday 20
th
 April 

2016.  PM to book meeting room.  MF presented her apologies in 
advance for the next meeting. 

All note 
PM 
MW 

 


