
Glen Urquhart High School 

Parent Council Meeting  

7.00 pm Wednesday 13 November 2019


Present:	 PM	 Paul Milton	 	 Head Teacher

	 	 AH	 Alan Hood	 	 Chair

	 	 KS	 Karen Simpson	 Vice-Chair

	 	 KW	 Keri Westall	 	 Treasurer

	 	 MW	 Morag Watson		 Secretary 

	 	 PC	 Paula Cooper

	 	 AG	 Amanda Graham

	 	 DH	 Deirdre Hart

	 	 WU	 Wendy Urwin

	 	 LY	 Lorraine Young


Apologies:	 Heather Gibb

	 	 Irene Henderson

	 	 Jill Hodge

	 	 Debbie MacKinnon

	 	 Brenda Seatter


Action

1 Welcome and Apologies 

AH welcomed all to the meeting, apologies were received from those noted 
above.

2 Approval of Minutes of Meetings of 11 September 2019

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 11 September 2019 were 
approved by AH and seconded by AG.


Minutes of the meeting of 11 September 2019 were approved by AG and 
seconded by AH.

3 Matters Arising

3.1	 Item 3.1 - Minibus

PM confirmed that company sponsorship is allowed.

3.2	 Item 3.3 - PE Uniform for Girls 

It was confirmed all pupils were aware of the new guidelines.

3.3	 Item 3.4 -  Sports Grants

PC confirmed she was continuing to keep an eye out for any potential 
sports grants that could help towards Activity Week funding.

3.4	 Item 3.5 - Siorbheas Grant Application for Study Bus

KS and PM to check with school office for invoice to include with feedback 
to Siorbheas.  KW confirmed money has been passed to school.


A survey on study bus usage has been undertaken:  of 63 potential users 47 
are using the service regularly, the level can fluctuate through the year.   PM 
will email the results to KS.

KS   PM 

PM



3.5	 Item 3.6 - Stratherrick and Foyers Community Trust Grant

KW received letter from school office confirming cost of Berlin trip was 
reduced by £85.  MW and KW will arrange refund to the Trust.

MW   KW

3.6	 Item 3.7 - Tax

Correspondence seeking confirmation of residency in relation to our bank 
account is with KW for action.

KW

3.7	 Item 3.8 - Scotmid grant

The suggestion to apply for a Scotmid Grant towards the Senior Citizens 
Christmas lunch has been superseded by a request from Amanda 
Luscombe Smith to fund benches for use by the Drama Group, and others 
as required, to be purchased as soon as possible.  It was agreed IH should 
submit the application.  If benches can be bought in time for the School 
Show but before the outcome of the application, the committee agreed it 
will advance the cost (up to £500), appreciating this will be at risk should the 
application be unsuccessful.  Storage location to be agreed with Mitie.

IH   KW

3.8	 Item 3.8 - Highland Cross

AH to investigate whether this is a viable option for funding the minibus. AH

3.9	 3.10 - School Website

LY had reviewed the website and had ideas for improvement, including 
adding our meeting dates and quicker menu navigation.  LY will email her 
suggestions to PM to pass to Mr Hay and expressed a willingness to help 
him implement improvements if given access/training.

LY   PM

3.10	 3.11 - Homework Apps

The school is proceeding with issuing homework through Google Classroom 
and using it to notify parents of homework.  PM distributed examples of the 
format of a weekly summary, which is the recommended level of notification 
for parents.  Parent email addresses are being entered in Google Classroom 
and some parents have received notifications.  There remain addresses to 
add, teething troubles to sort and final checks to be made before full launch 
within a few weeks.  A bag drop letter may be issued to parents seeking 
confirmation that the emails are all working.


All are engaging well with chromebooks and an additional benefit is that 
photocopying levels have dropped right down.

3.11	 Item 4 - Siorbheas 

AH had discussed with Carol Masheter possible alternative funding sources 
for the minibus but nothing suitable had been found, though he will try again 
in light of the level of usage by some primaries.

AH

3.12	 Item 5.2 - Highland Council Grant 

The application for the annual Highland Council grant is in progress. KW

3.13	 Item 7.1 - Cheque Signatories 

Change of cheque signatories outstanding. IH   KW 



3.14	 Item 7.2.2 - Strathglass Community Fund 

KS to go through information to assess whether this is an option for study 
bus funding.

KS

4 Correspondence

4.1	 HPCP AGM

The Highland Parent Council Partnership Annual Conference and AGM have 
been postponed.  They are looking for new office-bearers.

4.2	 Pipe Band 

AH received a letter from the Pipe Band Association about funds available 
to schools to run piping clubs, which he will forward to PM.

AH

5 Head Teacher’s Report

5.1	 Sponsored Walk

The sponsored walk raised £4,300 in pledges for the minibus fund.

5.2	 Remembrance Events

The Head Prefect and Deputy Prefects represented the school at the 
Remembrance Service on Sunday and the Deputies sold poppies and 
prepared and presented a fantastic Remembrance Assembly.

5.3	 Vision, Values and Aims

The school’s new Vision, Values and Aims have been agreed and a group of 
Prefects are tasked with presenting and promoting them to the school 
community.  They are to be implemented within a year.

5.4	 Health and Wellbeing

The focus for the recent Health and Wellbeing Day was Health and 
Responsibility.  A Speaker talked about the influence/impact of technology 
on areas such as social skills and mental health.  This forms part of the 
School Development Plan. The day received good feedback.

5.5	 Inset Days

School will be closed on 21 and 22 November for compulsory staff training.

5.6	 School Show

There will be extra rehearsals for Les Miserables during the Inset Days.

5.7	 Senior Citizens’ Party

This will take place on 11 December.

5.8	 Youth Philanthropy Initiative 

This will take place on 12 December.

5.9	 Christmas Service 

This will take place on 19 December and will be promoted as a community 
event to encourage a wider audience of pupils’ performances.  PM to put 
details of date, location, start and finish times on Facebook to encourage 
attendance by parents.

PM



5.10	 Rugby Festival

This has been moved to March 2020.

5.11	 Staffing

Liz Wilshaw, Music Department, will retire in January 2020; her talent and 
enthusiasm for music will be missed by all.  Her replacement will be 
Catriona Rutherford who will work 0.5 fte and start on 27 January.


Two long-standing PSAs, Florence Nairne and Richard Brogan, have 
resigned to move to other positions.  Interviews take place on 14 November 
to appoint one replacement and PM is awaiting approval to appoint a 
second from the pool as they are good candidates.  PVG checks take 
around a month to complete before appointee/s can start.

6 Treasurer’s Report

6.1	 Accounts 

Account balance is £2286.13. 


Expenditure:

£200	 Burgers

£215	 Berlin Trip

£500	 Study Bus


Upcoming Expenditure:

£85	 Refund to Stratherrick & Foyers Community Trust

6.2	 Grants

Siorbheas have confirmed the award of £4185 for the 2020 activity week trip 
to Laggan.  Our thanks go to Amy Snoek for her help with this application. 
We will need  invoices for accommodation, etc to draw the funds, and 
adhere to their list of conditions.

6.3	 School Minibus Funds

PM not yet heard how much the old bus has been sold for, as this will offset 
the amount outstanding.  No progress on Rocketfund/Crowd funding the 
balance as yet.  Any balance we don’t manage to raise funds for will come 
from school funds.

7 Events

7.1	 Leavers’ Event

Leavers’ meal will be at the Loch Ness Inn.  Fundraising has started, bake 
sales are allowed and there is a plan for a Disney quiz for the primary 
schools.  Emails are being sent to businesses looking for raffle prizes.   AG 
has advised them to aim for £1200.  Creation of Instruction sheet to be 
carried forward.

AG

7.2	 Annual Fundraising Review

AH issued the final fundraising schedule for 2018/19 session.  We raised 
£660 through fundraising events and obtained over £5,000 in grants, with a 
further £4185 grant already obtained for the current session.




7.3	 Forthcoming Events

Bingo Night scheduled for 16 November was cancelled but may be 
rescheduled for later in 2020.

It was agreed to hold a Quiz Night on Saturday 22 February, 
accommodation to be booked.

We will provide Refreshments at the School Show: 

.   MW to put request for helpers and home baking on Facebook

.   IH to check supplies, including juice, etc, for performers, pass to KW

.   AH will approach Cobbs for donation of cakes

.   IH has supply of Lindt chocolates to sell to raise funds for Easter eggs

.   KW to provide AG with around £100 float for raffle 


Refreshment leads will be:


Wednesday 4 December	 KW

Thursday 5 December	 DH

Friday 6 December	 	 IH with LY

MW 
IH 
AH 
IH 
KW 

KW 
DH 
IH / LY

AG and MW will serve refreshments at the school dance on 19 December, 
AG will bring sandwiches for the band and MW will bring cake, tea, coffee 
and milk.

AG / MW

8 Data Protection Register

All members present signed the data protection register, which details what 
contact information we h9ld and how it can be used.

9 Any Other Business 

9.1	 Transition Meeting 

AH agreed to speak about the Parent Council at the P7 Parents’ Transition 
meeting later in the session.  He will draft notes for our feedback which can 
be used in future years. 

AH

9.2	 Parents’ Evening

PM raised the possibility of moving to an electronic booking system for 
appointments.  We agreed we’re happy with the current system where 
pupils have to make appointments direct with teachers, providing them with 
a challenge and opportunity to hone their organisational skills.

9.3	 Newsletter

The school Facebook page has replaced the newsletter, and the school 
calendar is available on the school website.  It is hoped that when the 
Google Classroom email to parents system is in place a termly calendar can 
be circulated this way.  Those present agreed we’d be happy with an email 
version rather than through a bag-drop.  It was suggested that the various 
tabs within Facebook be checked in case the calendar could be stored 
there.  There are no plans to set up an event reminder system.

PM / IF

10 Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held at 7.00pm on Wednesday 22 January 2020. All note


