
Glen Urquhart High School 

Parent Council Meeting  

7.00 pm Wednesday 22 January 2020


Present:	 PM	 Paul Milton	 	 Head Teacher

	 	 AH	 Alan Hood	 	 Chair

	 	 KW	 Keri Westall	 	 Treasurer

	 	 MW	 Morag Watson		 Secretary 

	 	 AG	 Amanda Graham

	 	 DH	 Deirdre Hart

	 	 IH	 Irene Henderson

	 	 JH	 Jill Hodge

	 	 LY	 Lorraine Young


Apologies:	 Karen Simpson	 Vice-Chair

	 	 Paula Cooper


Anne Dyce

	 	 Brenda Seatter


Wendy Urwin


Action

1 Welcome and Apologies 

AH welcomed all to the meeting, apologies were received from those noted 
above.

2 Approval of Minutes of Meeting of 13 November 2019

Minutes of the meeting of 13 November 2019 were approved by KW and 
seconded by AH.

3 Matters Arising

3.1	 Item 3.5 - Siorbheas Grant Application for Study Bus 

KS not present to confirm whether survey results, feedback and invoice 
forwarded to Siorbheas. Carry forward to next meeting.

KS

3.2	 Item 3.5 - Stratherrick and Foyers Community Trust Grant 

MW and KW confirmed S&FCTG overpayment has been returned.

3.3	 Item 3.8 - Highland Cross

The Highland Cross’s website explicitly states that they do not fund vehicles 
for Local Authority schools.

3.4	 Item 3.9 - School Website

LY to action.  Carry forward to next meeting. LY

3.5	 Item 3.11 - Siorbheas 

AH still to discuss with Siorbheas possible other sources for school minibus 
funding in light of wider use by primary schools.  Carry forward to next 
meeting.

 

AH



3.6	 Item 3.12 - Highland Council Grant 

KW confirmed application for a Highland Council Grant has been submitted.

3.7	 Item 3.14 - Strathglass Community Fund

KS not present to say whether progressed.  Carry forward to next meeting. KS

3.8	 Item 4.2 - Pipe Band

AH confirmed the Pipe Band letter has been passed to the school office.

3.9	 Item 7.1 - Leavers’ Event Instructions

Leavers’ event instruction sheet still to be prepared.  Carry forward to next 
meeting.

AG

3.10	 Item 9.1 - Transition Meeting

Draft note about the Parent Council for the Transition event in June to be 
prepared for our feedback at next meeting.

AH

4 Correspondence

4.1	 NPFS Email

MW had circulated to the committee, for their information, an email received 
from the National Parent Forum Scotland about an Additional Support 
Needs focus group meeting taking place in Inverness on 23 January 2020.

5 Head Teacher’s Report

5.1	 Christmas Events

The School Show, Senior Citizens’ Party, Dance and School Service all went 
well. 

5.2	 Youth Philanthropy Initiative 

This year the winning group were awarded £3000 for the Drumnadrochit 
Men’s Shed.

5.3	 Pupil Fundraising

Last week at Assembly two pupils gave a talk on the fires in Australia, also 
covering global warming, ran a dress down day and a bake sale and raised 
around £300 for the New South Wales Rural Fire Service.

5.4	 School Trips

Last week History pupils were taken to the cinema to see the film “1917”.


A trip to Edinburgh to watch the Six Nations Rugby Tournament Scotland v 
England match on 8 February is planned.


The Water Sports trip to Spain is going ahead this year but the Laggan 
Residential will not, due to small numbers. 

5.5	 Prelims and Subject Choices

Senior pupils have started their prelims, and a letter with details of the S2/3 
subject choice meeting which will be on Thursday 20 February will be 
issued to parents of junior pupils.



5.6	 S3 Week of Work

S3 Week of Work starts on 10 February, with the Careers Fair taking place 
on 12 February.  The Careers Fair is open to all pupils, primary pupils and 
their families.  Parent Council will provide teas. 

5.7	 MFR Cash for Kids

Yvonne Johnson, Community Social Worker, has been awarded an MFR 
Cash for Kids grant to provide £60 worth of items for each pupil in receipt of 
free school meals.  These were delivered to the families before Christmas. 

5.8	 Staff Computers

Staff computers have been refreshed, although there are snagging issues 
with smart board connections, but Mr Hay has put a lot of effort into 
ensuring everything is up and running.

5.9	 Staffing

A buffet, speeches and pupil performances marked Music teacher Liz 
Wilshaw’s final day today. She will be replaced by Mrs Jenny Delmonte who 
starts next week.


PM hopes to advertise for a permanent Physics teacher for next session, to 
take over when the current Probationer finishes.


With the arrival of Lewis Murray and Jack Sutherland there is now a full 
complement of Pupil Support Assistants in place until June.

6 Treasurer’s Report

6.1	 Accounts 

Account balance stands at:

1023.50     S6 funds in the bank

2062.22     Parent Council funds in the bank

  111.96     Parent Council cash float

  266.85     Minibus Reserved Funds


Expenditure:

200.00       Burgers

  85.00       S&FCT refund


Income:

239.90       Tea & Coffee Show Nights 

883.00       S6 Raffle

  70.20       S6 Bake Sale

  70.30       S6 Candy Cane Sales


KW in communication with the bank about the tax residency letter.


IH to update cheque signatories.


It was agreed we would provide funds, expected to be around £200, 
towards the cost of a MacDonalds style meal for the return journey of the 
Water-sports trip.


It was agreed we would provide Easter eggs for the Easter Fun Run: 200 
creme eggs for participants plus 12 bigger eggs for 1st/2nd/3rd place junior 
and senior boys and girls, plus dietary alternatives.  Expected cost around 
£200.

KW 

IH 

KW 

KW



6.2	 Grants

6.2.1	 Scotmid Grant

IH still to submit application for £500 Scotmid grant to buy benches for the 
Drama Group.

IH

6.2.2	 Siorbheas Grants

Siorbheas have agreed in principle to carry forward the grant for the 2020 
Activities Week residential to 2021, subject to ratification by the Board.  


AH will liaise with Miss Snoek to submit an application for a Tier 1 Grant of 
£500 to assist with the transport cost of this year’s Activity Week trips.  This 
will mean a further application for Study Bus or other transport funding will 
need to wait until next session.


Should anyone hear of any transport funding opportunities please let Parent 
Council know.

AH 

All

7 Events

7.1	 Leavers’ Event

Around 78 S4/5/6 leavers and staff have been invited to the leavers’ meal, 
though replies are still coming in and final numbers won’t be known until 
after Easter.  A quote for a 2 or 3-course meal has been requested from the 
Loch Ness Inn and AG will obtain quotes for the Leavers’ medals after 
Easter.   

AG  

7.2	 Quiz Night - Saturday 22 February 2020

The canteen and cafe areas have been booked.  Information/remaining 
actions as noted below:


.    MW to book the screen with Fran as the quiz is on PowerPoint;


.    AH to forward draft quiz to MW for updating, Gordon Watson or S6 pupil 

      to act as quiz master; 

.    AH to make poster and pass to MW;

.    MW to advertise poster:  schools, Fran, noticeboards, Facebook

.    Ask S6 to help promote at home and in school, put up 2 teams and help 

      run a raffle for the raffle takings - AG to discuss with S6 and buy 

      raffle tickets;

.     Request raffle prizes on Facebook; 
.    Refreshment team/helpers on the night: DH, IH, AH, MW, KW, LY;

.    Teams - 4 adults plus any young children;

.    Prize for winning team, small trophy and cash prize (amount and 

      purchaser to be confirmed).

MW 
AH   MW 

AH   MW 
MW 

AG 

MW 

DH IH AH MW KW 
LY

7.3	 Annual Fundraising Review

The Careers Fair will be held on Wednesday 12 February, 7.00-9.00pm.  KW 
will set up the cafe at 6.30pm, and DH, IH and AH will provide refreshments 
throughout the evening.


Mr Fulton is arranging a Rugby event to take place after school on Friday 20 
March.  IF to confirm to AH what refreshments are required.  Likely to be a 
1.00pm start.

DH   IH   AH   KW 

IF   AH



8 Any Other Business 

8.1	 Attendance During Pupil Strikes

Parent Council had been asked what arrangements are in place during Pupil 
Climate Strikes, particularly as many pupils spent the day out of school, 
some without parental consent.  


PM advised that direction from the Authority is they are not allowed to 
condone or advertise the strikes.  Staff will be at school to teach those not 
striking but if pupils leave the school they are no longer under the school’s 
authority.  Because of the numbers involved it is not possible for the school 
to ‘phone parents if a pupil chooses to leave the school grounds. 


We will put out a Facebook post advising parents to check the climate strike 
website for dates of future strikes and agree with their child what they are 
allowed to do.  If parents have any concerns they should contact the 
Education Authority.  Advice is that if they leave the school they become the 
parent’s responsibility.

MW

9 Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held at 7.00pm on Wednesday 27 April 2019.


