
Glen Urquhart High School 

Parent Council Meeting - Zoom 

7.00 pm Wednesday 10 June 2020


Present:	 PM	 Paul Milton	 	 Head Teacher

	 	 AH	 Alan Hood	 	 Chair

	 	 KW	 Keri Westall	 	 Treasurer

	 	 MW	 Morag Watson		 Secretary

	 	 AG	 Amanda Graham

	 	 DH	 Deirdre Hart

	 	 LY	 Lorraine Young


Apologies:	 Karen Simpson	 Vice-Chair

	 	 Jill Hodge

	 	 


Action

1 Welcome and Apologies 

AH welcomed all to the meeting, apologies were received from those noted 
above.

2 Approval of Minutes of Meeting of 22 January 2020

Minutes of the meeting of 22 January 2020 were approved by KW and 
seconded by AH.

3 Matters Arising

3.1	 Item 3.1 - Siorbheas Grant Application for Study Bus

KS completed this item.

3.2	 Item 3.4 - School Website

No progress, on hold during during lockdown. LY

3.3	 Item 3.5 - Siorbheas

No progress, on hold during lockdown. AH

3.4	 Item 3.6 - Highland Council Grant

KS confirmed grant of £228.32 received from THC.

3.5	 Item 3.7 - Strathglass Community Fund

No progress due to lockdown, but AH believes it will re-open soon. KS   AH

3.6	 Item 3.9 - Leavers’ Event Instructions

Sheet to be prepared. AG

3.7	 Item 3.10 - Transition Meeting

Meeting didn’t take place so note not required this year.



3.8	 Item 6.2.2 - Siorbheas Grants

Siorbheas Board ratified the decision to defer payment of the 2020 Activity 
Week award to 2021.

4 Correspondence

4.1	 School Trip Refunds

AH investigated a parent’s query as to what we could do to help parents get 
refunds on monies paid for school trips which have been cancelled.  Joan 
Nelson is dealing with this matter for the school and it appears that we are 
trapped in a loop as PGL will not refund direct, so it has to go though an 
insurance claim which means it goes through THC.  She is pursuing the 
matter as the school appreciates parents are out of pocket by considerable 
amounts.  PM will keep us updated with progress.

PM 

5 Head Teacher’s Report

5.1	 Preparations for Return to School

Heads received permission from THC to proceed with planning for a return 
to school.  The SMT and a few volunteers have worked on risk assessments 
for taking in a small number of pupils and the SMT are now working on risk 
assessments to enable staff to return to school to prepare for August.  


Initial planning indicates there is space for 11 pupils per classroom, 
maintaining the 2m social distancing rule; this could allow for pupils to get 
around 40% teaching in class (4 days per fortnight).  It is likely that senior 
pupils will attend one week and juniors the next, with online learning 
continuing whilst not at school.


However, 40% can only be provided if all pupils can reach school, and as 
school transport has to maintain social distancing the transport currently 
provided by THC can only take 20% capacity so is inadequate.  If a solution 
cannot be found for those using school transport then the teaching in class 
level will be set at 20% (2 days per fortnight), as all pupils must be provided 
for equally, and this is the level the transport could fulfil.  It is unlikely 
funding for additional transport will be forthcoming from THC, and most 
schools appear to be planning for 20% teaching in school.  PM will work up 
plans for both 40% and 20%, initially.  


Parent Council agreed to contact parents of those in transport areas to look 
for help with bringing pupils in themselves, if possible (car-sharing unlikely 
to be suitable due to social distancing rules), and will look into any local 
funding available (though funders are often reluctant to help with things 
which are supposed to be a statutory provision, as transport is). It may be 
that the Invermoriston bus will be sufficient for the number of pupils using it, 
so Cannich bus users and Bunloit taxi users may be the main focus for 
assistance. PM to liaise with MW for method of contacting parents.


Progress to be reported back to PM by 17 June so he can move forward 
with either 20% or 40% plan.

PM


PM   MW

5.2	 Additional Support Unit

Planning is needed as to how to provide meaningful education to pupils in 
the AS Unit, given social distancing requirements.




5.3	 SQA

It is possible that SQA results for 2021 will run in a similar way to this year.

6.1	 Accounts 

Account balance stands at:

1146.90	 S6 funds in the bank

2408.29	 Parent Council funds in the bank

  103.36	 Parent Council cash float

  266.85	 Minibus Reserved Funds


Expenditure:

  129.94	 Easter eggs

      7.00	 Tea/coffee/biscuits (taken from float)


Income:

  228.32	 Highland Council Parent Council Grant

  222.40	 Tea/coffee Quiz Night

    25.00	 Bank Compensation 

    51.69	 S6 Valentines Fundraiser

    72.00	 S6 Quiz Night Raffle


The bank compensation was recompense for the bank residency letter we 
had received in error but been obliged to action.


Irene Henderson remains as a cheque signatory as we are unable to switch 
to KW during lockdown. However, IH is willing and able to sign cheques and 
process BACS payments until signatories can be changed.

6.2	 Grants

The most pressing item to fund is buses to transport pupils to school so that 
all pupils can benefit from 40% class time.  AH will approach community 
funds to ask if help is available.  Would parents be able to claim a mileage 
allowance from the Council if transporting their child/ren to free up bus 
places to other pupils?

AH

6.2.1	 Scotmid Grant

Irene Henderson secured a grant of £490 from Scotmid to provide benches 
for the Drama Group. Funds awaited and IH will follow-up.

IH   KW

7 Events

7.1	 Leavers’ Event

AG reported that S6 are keen to hold a meal but anticipate this may be 
postponed to Christmas or the following year.  Medals will be available later 
this month and AG has S6 cash raised by the Disney Quiz which she will use 
to pay for the medals; KW will reconcile the accounts.


Hoodies will be dispatched once the chosen colour is available.  


It was suggested that leavers and staff could have a virtual leaving 
ceremony, through Google, where school awards could be made, they could 
say where they’re going and say their goodbyes. It was felt important that 
they be given an opportunity to have closure with the school.  PM thought 
the first week of the summer holiday might be the best time but would 
discuss with staff.

AG   KW


PM



8 Any Other Business 

8.1	 THC Parental Engagement - Opening Schools 

Earlier this evening AH attended a virtual engagement event hosted by Paul 
Senior, Executive Chief Officer; John Finlayson, Councillor responsible for 
the Education Committee; and Mark Gunn, Chair, Highland Parent Council 
Partnership, and attended by 178 attendees representing Highland schools.


Topics covered included phased re-opening, key milestone dates, staggered 
arrival times, one-way systems, risk assessments, local stakeholder 
engagement, teaching plans, staffing levels and the Pupil Equity Fund, with 
Q&A opportunities between sections.


AH will prepare a summary for PM to email to parents on our behalf. AH   PM

9 Date of Next Meeting

There will be an additional Zoom meeting at 7.00pm on Wednesday 17 June 
2020, to review progress on transport issues and school plan.


The next routine meeting will be the AGM on Wednesday 16 September 
2020.


