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Glen Urquhart Caman 
Hitting home the news from Glen Urquhart High School 

Head Teacher News 
Last session we had a fun filled active term for our young people including 

trips to Paris and Berlin and pupils again visiting us from Gauting, Germany. 

Activities Week saw pupils take part in roller bowling, white water rafting, 

swimming, canoeing, gorge walking, jewellery and card making and a 

beauty session to name but a few.   

We were once again delighted with how our Senior Pupils at Glen Urquhart 

High School performed during their SQA Examinations.  The following       

excellent results, the only statistical data produced by the Authority, were 

due to a combination of hard work and effort from pupils, parents and staff 

alike: 

• Twenty Six 4th year pupils gained five or more National 5 passes.  As 

a percentage this placed us second out of the twenty nine schools 

in the Highlands. 

• Nine of our 5th year pupils gained five or more Higher passes.  This 

placed us first out of the twenty nine schools.  Three of these pupils 

gained five passes at grade A. 

Although these statistics measure only one area of our pupil’s            

achievements I believe our pupils are performing at this high level     

throughout the school in many different ways. Councillor Margaret           

Davidson, Leader of the Highland Council, said of the results; “Fantastic 

news.  Please tell the staff and pupils they are a credit to the school, the 

community and themselves”.  As we work hard to maintain these high 

standards it is vital that our pupils continue to put in the required hard work 

and effort, both in school and at home, to gain the key qualifications they 

will need for their future.   

Developing the Young Workforce is a major new National initiative aimed 

at reducing unemployment amongst our young people. The Government 

has asked all schools to reflect and improve on how we prepare our young 

people for the world of work and indeed for the types of employment     

opportunities our local area and country have to offer.  A rich blend of 

learning, including vocational education, can create a climate where 

young people, parents and teachers value a range of routes into good jobs 

and careers, whether that is through our universities, colleges,                   

apprenticeships or training provision.  At Glen Urquhart High School we    

value vocational education and qualifications in the same way as we     

value all our other courses and qualifications.  Vocational courses offer our 

young people the opportunity to gain vital employability skills especially 

during their weekly placements with local businesses.  Currently we offer 

vocational courses in Childcare, Hospitality and Travel and Tourism and our 

plan is to expand this provision over the coming years.  During the next few 

months we hope to strengthen our current links and establish further       

partnerships with businesses in our community to help us provide this work 

relevant education. I  hope you will continue to support us in our               

endeavours.   

On the last day of this term we will be holding our annual “Fancy dress” 

Sponsored Walk.  Last year we raised an astonishing £4311.00 for School 

Funds and we hope you will be as generous in supporting this year’s event.  

We also have a number of significant events for your diary coming up     

including our annual Careers Fair in November, the must see “The Lion King” 

at the beginning of December and our Musical Showcase event just before 

Christmas.  I want to thank the staff at Glen Urquhart High School and   

yourselves for supporting these events for our pupils. 

Paul Milton 

Term 1 Sept / Oct 2015 

Dates for your diary 

S2 Parents Afternoon 

Wednesday 23 September 

Inset Days 

Thursday 24 & Friday 25    

September 

Sponsored Walk 

Friday 9 October 

School Closes 

Friday 9 October 

Pupils Return 

Monday 26 October 

S1 Parents’ Afternoon 

Tuesday 3 November 

Senior Phase Parent   

Surgery 

Wednesday 11 November 

Careers Fair 

Thursday 19 November 

S3 Parents’ Afternoon 

Tuesday 24 November 

School Show— 

The Lion King  

Tuesday 2 December to    

Friday 4 December 

Senior Citizen Party  

Wednesday 16 December 

Christmas Dance 

Monday 21 December 

School Closes 

Tuesday 22 December 



Lost Property any unclaimed items of clothing, 

shoes, trainers and jewellery will be packaged up 

during the holidays to be donated to Blythswood or 

Rag-Bag Recycling. 

 New Staff Members   
A warm welcome to Mr Iain Fulton 

who takes up post as Principal 

Teacher of English and Languages.  

Iain was previously Principal   

Teacher of English at                 

Lochgilphead in Argyle and Bute. 

Careers Fair 2015 We 

are once again busy       

organising our annual       

careers fair and look                  

forward to welcoming a 

host of volunteers who will 

happily provide our pupils and their parents               

information about their chosen career path.  The 

careers fair will be held on Thursday 19th             

November from 7.00pm-9.00pm. This event is open 

to pupils from P7 to S6.  We look forward to seeing 

you there! 

A Thank You Note from Iain Graham  
I just wanted to take this opportunity to thank         

everyone for their kind thoughts and good wishes 

when I retired from my post in the school at the end 

of last term.  I was overwhelmed by the money that 

had been raised for me and by the many individual 

cards and presents I received.  I was also touched 

by the many contributions that pupils from the past 

made online to the blog set up by Mrs Ballantyne.  

Of course, I have now embarked on a new stage in 

life but I will always remember the many kindnesses 

of the Glen Urquhart High School community.  Thank 

you. 

 

Mr Daniel Hogg joins us as Physics 

Teacher this session. Daniel                   

previously taught in Peterborough.  

We wish him well and hope he   

enjoys teaching in the stunning 

surroundings of Drumnadrochit. 

 

Careers  

  

Glen Urquhart High School Prefects 
S6 pupils play a vital role in the wider life of the 

school by supporting our pupils in various ways.  Our 

Prefects this year are; 

Head Girl - Ianna Roche  

Head Boy - Hector Wotherspoon  

Depute Head Girl - Jodie Maclean  

Depute Head Boy - William Hives 

Head Prefect For Pupil Voice - Martin MacPhee 

Head Prefects For Sports - Shaina Archibald and  

Fraser Thom 

Head Prefect For Social Subjects - Natasha         

Robinson 

Head Prefects For Social Events - Siobhan Nicholson 

and Eryn Ross 

Head Prefect For Science - Mary Leak  

Head Prefect For Art - Clara McCloskey 

Head Prefect For Pupil Support - Joey Cooper 

Head Prefect For Modern Languages- Leah McLean  

Annual Data Forms Pupils were given their copy 

to take home on 4th September 2015 and asked to 

give it to their parents for completion.  If you have 

not received it, please contact the school office.  If 

you have not returned it, please do even if there 

are no changes as it helps to ensure our records 

are correct. 

Glen 100 Club you are invited to join our GUHS 

100 Club.  Proceeds contribute towards the       

enormous rage of extra pupil activities offered in 

school each term.  The club runs from October to 

March at a cost of £10 per member, and is drawn 

on the last Friday of the month.  Winners’ names will 

be circulated through School Newsletters.  Please 

return enclosed form to the school office with   

payment by Wednesday 21st October 2015.  

Young Scot Cards Pupils have now receive a 

form to apply for a Young Scot card.  Once the 

form is checked and returned to the school office 

we can then process the application.  Please return 

forms by Friday 18th September.  The benefits of the 

Young Scot card include discounts at VUE Cinema, 

Top Shop, Co-op, Pizza Hut and BSM driving lessons 

(buy 1 get 1 free) to name but a few.  The card can 

also be used for proof of age purposes and if you 

are 16, 17 or 18 you can get special deals on travel         

including 1/3rd off bus journeys and up to 50% of 

train travel within Scotland.  

Bus Passes All pupils entitled to free transport to 

and from school have been issued with their own 

bus passes. Please encourage your child to keep  

it in a safe place.  If lost there is a £5.00 charge to 

replace it.  

School Bus Monitors:  
Invermoriston: Shaina Archibald; Connor Bowcott; 

Calum MacDonald.  Trainees: Kaitlyn Surkitt and 

Laura MacKenzie. 

Bunloit: Mary Leak; Eleanor Rose and Brady Griffiths. 

Cannich: Jodie Maclean; Joey Cooper; Natasha 

Robinson; Gwennan Butler, Violet Francis; Jono 

Price; Morgan Redpath.  Trainees: Timi Kakouris,   

Eddie Noble, Poppy Tomes and Manon Robinson. 

Congratulations to Rowena Wotherspoon who was 

recently appointed as a Pupil Support Assistant to 

our Support for Learning Department. We wish her 

well in her new role. 



Leavers Medals 

Activities 

Week – 

Jewellery 



Residential trip to  

Laggan  

P7 transition 



Dance     

Photo booth 

End of Year 

Dance 



Goslings 

hatching 

in Biology 

Sports Day 



Great Glen U16 Shinty Sixes This year will see the 

twentieth anniversary of our annual competition    

started by Eddie Broadley (former Head Teacher) and   

Allan MacLeod.  Last years winners, Kingussie, will be 

hoping to defend their title.  Glen Urquhart High 

School look forward to welcoming teams from schools 

across the Highlands to Blairbeg Park, Drumnadrochit 

on Tuesday 22 September (Throw-up at 12 noon).  We 

would also like to take this opportunity to thank Allan 

MacLeod (event organiser) whom with his assistance 

and dedication, allows this competition to continue.  

Thanks also to Shinty Shop (the sponsors for the event) 

and Glenurquhart Shinty Club for their assistance in 

holding this event.   

Congratulations to Finlay Ralston (S3) and John     

Peteranna (S3) from Glenurquhart and Ruairidh      

Strachan (S3) from Strathglass who have been         

selected to represent the U14 North of Scotland   

playing shinty against the South in Oban later this 

month.  

GUHS Sponsored Walk 2015  Our annual      

sponsored walk takes place on Friday 9th October. 

Pupils are encouraged to wear fancy dress if they 

wish. Please look out for the forms, which will enable 

pupils to collect sponsors. These will be issued to    

pupils week beginning 21st September and are to be 

returned to the school office by Monday 5th          

October.  

Newsletter Enclosures:  

 Extra–curricular Activities 

 Craigmonie Centre - What’s On 

 Glen 100 Club application form 

 Soirbheas media releases 

 2015/2016 school calendar  

 School  holiday dates for 2015/2016 

 Canteen price list 

 On line payment information for School Meals 

 

If any of the above are missing please contact the 

school office on 01456 459134. 

Science department goslings. Great fun 

(and lots of learning) was had by everyone when 

we were given six goose eggs to hatch.  Using an      

incubator and eggs, provided by Donna and Uni, 

we took turns in turning each egg 4 times a day 

and checking the humidity in the incubator. After 

24 days finally we could hear some noises from 

inside some of the eggs.  Over the next 3 days the 

eggs hatched.  Hatching took up to a day of    

exhausting pecking and pushing by the gosling.  

During this time the goslings run the 

risk of drying out and needed    

monitoring and moistening.  By now 

we had a constant stream of pupils 

and staff watching for progress 

each day.  Finally we hatched 3 of 

the eggs into (not very  appealing) wet, grey   

creatures.  A day or two later the goslings were 

placed in a heated pen within the classroom, 

along with a soft toy acting as ‘mother goose’, 

where two went on to thrive. Pupils were able to 

monitor their progress from the egg to lovely 

(noisy!) yellow fluffy balls of cuteness.  Once the 

goslings outgrew our pen they moved to their   

current free range home ‘up the glen’ where they 

have grown into beautiful white geese.  Thank you 

Donna and Uni for the opportunity to bring this  

valuable experience to our young people (and 

older ones!) 

Project Trust  A volunteering gap year with Project 

Trust beckons in South America and Asia for two of 

our S6 pupils, Natasha Robinson (Chile) and Hector 

Wotherspoon (Nepal).  In the coming months both 

pupils will be hard at work thinking of ideas and      

organising events to raise funds in support of their trip.   

To raise funds in preparation for heading to Chile,    

Natasha will be holding a Coffee Morning at Balnain 

Hall on Saturday 3rd October from 10.00am to 12 

noon. There is no entry fee but either a monetary do-

nation at the door or a raffle prize would be greatly 

received.  Any pupil who would like to find out more 

about the volunteer work of Project Trust or the work 

Natasha and Hector will be doing overseas should 

speak to either pupil directly. We wish both Natasha 

and Hector well in their endeavours and we are sure 

your support will be greatly appreciated. 

English On 1st September Emily Millar and Erin Beach 

(both S3) attended a creative writing workshop    

hosted by the University of Stirling.  The Workshop 

took place in the Spectrum Centre in Inverness and 

focused on creating a piece of writing inspired by 

the Gallipoli landings; these pieces will be entered in 

a competition also run by the university. 

Lockers Pupils who require a locker will be asked 

to pay a £5.00 deposit which will be returned in full 

on receipt of both keys, when they no longer have 

a need for their locker. Lockers will be issued on a 

first come, first served basis. Please see Mr Bruce.  

Pupil Success We have been asked to record 

our pupils achievements/ successes out of school in 

all areas i.e. musical, dramatic, sporting, cultural 

etc. Please inform us either by letter or email 

(jane.strachan@highland.gov.uk) so we can record 

and acknowledge them.  

Former Pupils Congratulations to Millie Jones for 

achieving her Degree of Bachelor of Laws with First 

Class Honours. Fern Storer also achieved a Degree 

of Master of Arts In French Studies (Lower Second 

Class Honours).  



Contact us 

Glen Urquhart High School 

Drumnadrochit 

Inverness-shire 

IV63 6XA 

Pupil Absence 
Please contact us by phone on 01456 459134 or    

e-mail jane.strachan@highland.gov.uk at the 

school office as soon as possible and no later than 

9.30am if your child will not be attending school for 

any reason. 

 
 

Pupil Appointments during School Hours 
If your child needs to leave school to attend an 

appointment please ensure you provide the 

school office with an appointment card/letter.  If 

we have not heard from you, or your child does 

not bring an appointment card to the office on 

the morning of their appointment, for safety      

reasons, we cannot allow them to leave. 
 

 

School Dress is Red, Black and White.  Please 

support the school by ensuring your child attends 

in the school dress code. 

No jeans football colours are allowed (this includes 

scarves, hats, bags, etc.).   

 

 

Pupil Medicines 

Please ensure that you inform us of any            

medication your child is taking or any conditions 

affecting your child's  wellbeing.  Please help us to 

be prepared for any eventuality.   

All information will be treated as confidential. 

Parent Council News -Welcome to all the new 

pupils joining GUHS this year and farewell and 

good luck to all the school leavers. 

2014/2015 was yet another successful year at GUHS 

with great academic results from the S4’s, S5’s and 

S6’s and some great artistic performances  

throughout the year culminating in the school   

production of “Back to the Future”. 

The leavers celebration buffet for 2015 was held on 

1st July, at the Loch Ness Inn, where a delicious 

buffet was served.  After dinner the leavers were 

presented with their leavers medals and photos 

were taken.  A big thank you to Donald McDiarmid 

and Cait Gordon the 'official photographers' for 

the event.  We are very grateful to the fundraising 

efforts of the leavers throughout the year to enable 

the parent council to fund this event. 

We have already started planning the fundraising 

for next years Leavers celebrations.  A group of 6th 

years have agreed to help at the                          

Baxters Challenge on Sunday 27th September.  It is 

an early start leaving Drum at around 7.00am for 

Whitebridge but we are finished by mid morning. 

The helpers pack the runners bags into lorries at the 

starting point ready for transporting to the finish 

line.  The organisers pay £15 per helper to Parent 

Council funds so if any more leavers are able to 

help then please let us know as soon as possible 

via lesley.inglis@yahoo.co.uk.  We also require a 

couple of parent helpers. 

We will be holding further Themed Film Nights 

throughout the year, so will be looking for ideas on 

films that you would like to see.  Please let us know. 

The Parent Council AGM takes place on     

Wednesday 16th September at 7.00pm at the 

school.  This is open to all parents and guardians 

and is an opportunity to find out what has been 

going on at the school and what is planned for this 

year.  

I am very grateful to all the parents who have    

given up their time to attend meetings and help at 

various functions and events.  The more volunteers 

we have the more we will be able to do.  So if you 

could help out at events, please get in touch.  

Sodi Kakouris, Chair of the Parent Council. 

School Vaccination Programme  There has 

been a change to the vaccine programme for 

2015/16.  All 3rd year pupils will be offered the new 

MenACWY (Meningitis) at the same time as their 

school leaving booster (Diphtheria/Tetanus/Polio). 

The MenACWY vaccine will also be offered to all 

4th, 5th & 6th year pupils.  This will commence early 

in the spring term.  Consent and information packs 

will be sent out in the near future.  To answer any 

queries please contact your school nurse Mary  

Finlay - Tel 01463 783403. 

Are you a collector of clutter? Are you a 

waste not want not?  Do your friends and family 

call you a hoarder?  Do you want to turn your    

clutter into cash?  A UK TV company are looking to 

help people turn their clutter into cash.  Contact 

today to be involved.  Telephone: 01413 316430 

Email: Vanda.kettelhut@liontv.co.uk 

Soirbheas, the Glen Urquhart and Strathglass 

community charity has been named as a potential 

beneficiary of a grant from the Marks & Spencer 

Energy Fund.  If successful in winning the funding, 

Soirbheas proposes to invest in the Shenval Hydro 

scheme being developed near Drumnadrochit to 

generate income for the community to allow 

Soirbheas to launch a new Apprenticeship Grant 

Scheme for people aged 18-25 years.  We need 

your votes to have a chance of winning!         

P l e a s e  v o t e  f o r  u s  a t :  h t t p s : / /

www.mandsenergyfund.com/project/28827/  

GUHS New Website Coming soon! We are in the      

process of designing a new school website.  We 

hope it will go live shortly. 

mailto:lesley.inglis@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.mandsenergyfund.com/project/28827/
https://www.mandsenergyfund.com/project/28827/

