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Hitting home the news from Glen Urquhart High School 

Head Teacher News                                                                                                                                                           

At the start of this new session we are delighted to see virtually all of our   

pupils in school dress code.  During our recent Prefect interviews (pictured 

above) it was also made clear to us, by our sixth year students, that they 

would like all of our senior pupils to wear a more formal school uniform.  We 

have tasked our senior pupils with moving forward with their proposal this 

session.  Thank you for continuing to support our dress code which we all 

believe helps to raise standards across the school community.  Dress-down 

days are always on the last Friday of each month and are often used for 

supporting a charity of our pupils’ choice.  We were once again delighted 

with how our senior pupils at Glenurquhart High School performed during 

their SQA Examinations.  The following excellent results were due to a                  

combination of hard work and effort from pupils, parents and staff: 

 Fifteen of our 5th year pupils gained five or more Higher passes.  

Twenty seven pupils gained three or more Higher passes.  Both these 

results placed us, as a percentage, first out of the twenty nine schools 

in the Highlands.  Five of these pupils gained five passes at grade A.  

 Eighteen of our 6th year pupils gained five or more Higher passes.  This 

again placed us first out of the twenty nine schools from leavers’      

statistics 

At Glen Urquhart High School our work is about much more than helping 

our young people gain the qualifications they need for their future but 

about offering our pupils the widest possible range of educational                        

experiences we can.  As a school we believe if we set our goals high then 

our pupils will strive to achieve their very best and that is all any of us can 

ask for.  We have a strong tradition of providing vocational courses to our 

pupils in partnership with local businesses and establishments.  As our “Skills 

for Work” courses commence I once again want to thank our existing                       

partners High Life Highland, School Canteen, Glen Urquhart Childcare  

Centre, Glen Urquhart Primary School, The Loch Ness Inn, Fiddler’s                

Restaurant, The Loch Ness Exhibition Centre, Urquhart Castle and the Glen 

Urquhart Day Care Centre for providing some of our young people with rich 

vocational experiences.   
 

Continued over page 

Term 1 Sept / Oct 2016 

Dates for your diary 

Inset Days 

Thursday 22 & Friday 23    

September 

 

S2 Parents Afternoon 

Wednesday 28 September 

  

Sponsored Walk 
Friday 7 October 

 

School Closes 
Friday 7 October 

 

Pupils Return 
Monday 24 October 

 

S1 Parents’ Afternoon 
Thursday 3 November 

 

S3 Parents’ Afternoon 
Tuesday 22 November 

 

School Show  -  

Guys and Dolls  
Tuesday 29 November to    

Friday 2 December 
 

Senior Citizen Party  
Wednesday 14 December 

 

Christmas Dance 
Thursday 22 December 

 

School Closes 
Friday 23 December 

 

New Term Starts 
Monday 9 January 2017 

 
Bus Passes  

All pupils entitled to free 

transport to and from 

school have been issued 

with their own bus passes.  

Please encourage your 

child to keep  it in a safe 

place.  If lost there is a £5.00 

charge to replace it.  



Annual Data Forms Pupils were given their copy 

to take home on 7th September 2016 and asked to 

give it to their parents for completion.  If you have 

not received it, please check schoolbags or      

contact the school office.  If you have not returned 

it, please do even if there are no changes as it 

helps to ensure our records are correct. 

New Staff Members   
This session we welcome several new members of 

staff to Glen Urquhart High School.  We wish them 

all well and hope they enjoy their time here. 

Miss Jemma Brown joins us as 

Principal Teacher of Learning 

Support .  Jemma was                          

previously Principal Teacher at 

Mi lnes H igh School  in                  

Fochabers. 

Miss Aimee Snoek joins us as 

our Probationer Teacher in 

German. 

Mrs Louise Power has joined us 

as Clerical Assistant in the 

school  Office, so we now have 

a new smile to welcome you all. 

Head Teacher News continued                                                                                                                                                          
 

Feedback from our Parent Council and the                 

questionnaires issued at Parents’ meetings indicate 

that communication between school and home 

could be even stronger.  As a result we have begun 

to send a number of communications home via 

email.  We hope you have found this new            

approach helpful; if you have not received any                            

communication from us please contact the school 

office or complete and return the enclosed form 

regarding email addresses.  Finally, on the last day 

of this term, we will be holding our annual “Fancy 

Dress” Sponsored Walk.  This year the Senior Pre-

fects, helping to organise the Walk, have decided 

that the Fancy Dress theme is fictional characters.  

Last year we raised an amazing £ 4,473.00 for 

School Funds and we hope you will be as generous 

as always in supporting this year’s event.  We also 

have a number of significant events coming up  

including our must see show “Guys and Dolls” at the 

beginning of December and our Senior Citizens   

Party just before Christmas.  I want to thank the staff 

at Glen Urquhart High School and yourselves for 

supporting these events for our pupils.     
 

Paul Milton 

Miss Kirsty Turner joins us as 

our Probationer Teacher in 

Geography. 

S6 Prefect News 

 

Kirsten Hunt 
Head Girl 

 

Iain Murchison 
Head Boy 

 

As I am sure many of you have noticed, currently 

our 6th year is looking extremely smart due to the 

fact that the majority of us have decided to wear 

shirts and ties to school.  As head girl and boy, we 

believe that wearing school uniform creates an 

identity for the school and instils a sense of pride 

and belonging for all.   

Chosen by each school, uniforms provide students 

with a school identity and strengthen school and 

individual spirit - not unlike the way a sports team 

uniform helps build identity, morale and                

self-esteem.  Both of us believe that our high school 

is very much a team in which each individual 

member is treasured and valued and school      

uniform would only add to this unity, as instead of 

feeling alienated or disconnected, students would 

enjoy the sense of belonging school uniform brings. 

All the prefects in our school have started wearing 

school uniform and we would encourage and love 

to see the whole of the senior school meeting this 

standard.  Additionally this would inspire and set a 

good example to the younger members of the 

school. 

Finally, there have been many positive comments 

from multiple members of our community on the 

good impression left by sixth years as a result of  

uniform.  This is another reason for us wanting to 

introduce and leave this legacy behind as we 

would love to make our local community, which 

has always been so supporting, even more proud 

of us.  We look forward to informing you on any   

further details. 

Meanwhile, school ties can be purchased in the 

school office for £5.00. 

Fond Farewell  
At the Summer break we said goodbye to                

Christine Matheson our school Librarian.  Christine 

has been with us since 1999.  Christine has been a 

huge support to Glen Urquhart High School and its 

community.  We are sad to see her go and wish 

her well for all her future endeavours. 



P7 Transition 



Sports Day 



Summer dance 

photobooth 



Summer 

Dance 



Great Glen U16 Shinty Sixes  Our annual U16 

competition takes place on Wednesday 28th         

September at Blairbeg Park, Drumnadrochit   

(Throw-up at 12noon).  Last years winners, 

Kingussie, will be hoping to defend their title.  Once 

again, we would like to take this opportunity to 

thank Allan MacLeod (event organiser) whom with 

his assistance and dedication, allows this          

competition to continue.  Thank you also to Shinty 

Shop (the sponsors for the event) and                 

Glenurquhart Shinty Club for their assistance in 

holding this event.   

GUHS Sponsored Walk 2016  Our annual      

sponsored walk takes place Friday 7th October.    

Pupils are encouraged to wear fancy dress if they 

wish.  Please look out for the forms, which will enable 

pupils to collect sponsors.  These were issued to pupils 

on 19th September and due to be returned to the 

school office by Monday 3rd October.  

Newsletter Enclosures:  

 Craigmonie Centre - What’s On 

 2016/2017 school calendar 

 School holiday dates for 2016/2017 

 Radon Update 

 Email address form 

If any are missing please contact the school office. 

Debating  A group of S6 pupils will be representing 

the school in several of this year’s Debating and   

Public Speaking competitions.  Matthias Glenday and 

Eleanor Rose have already made a great start in 

round one of the North of Scotland Senior Debating 

Competition and are looking forward to the next 

round at Fortrose Academy in October.  Rebecca 

Lee, Iain Murchison and Robbie Murray will be taking 

part in the NOSS Public Speaking Completion later 

this month at Nairn Academy.  Maya Stewart-Rizza 

and team mate (to be confirmed) have been        

entered in The Donald Dewar Memorial Debating 

Tournament. 

Lockers Pupils who require a locker will be asked 

to pay a £5.00 deposit which will be returned in full 

on receipt of both keys, when they no longer have 

a need for their locker.  Lockers will be issued on a 

first come, first served basis.  Please see Mr Bruce.  

Pupil Success There are so many successes/

achievements made by our pupils outwith school 

that we are not always aware of in school.  Please 

inform us either by letter or email 

(jane.strachan@highland.gov.uk) so we can      

record and acknowledge them.  

Joanna Aris had a poem called ‘The Reality of 

the Front’ published in a book called ‘The Poetry 

Trials.’ This was a UK wide completion organised by 

Young Writers and Joanna was inspired to write a 

poem showing the brutal realities of war. 

Former Pupils  Congratulations to Darroch Bratt for 

achieving his Degree Of Masters of Arts In            

Anthropology, (Upper Second Class Honours) and  

Mary Taylor Degree of Master of Arts in             

French-Hispanic Studies, (Upper Second Class   

Honours). 

United Kingdom Maths Trust Challenge  The 

Junior Challenge is aimed at pupils below in S2 or   

below in Scotland.  The challenge involves answering 

25 multiple choice questions in one hour and is sat in 

school under normal exam conditions.  

The top 40% of students nationally receive a gold,  

silver or bronze certificate in the ratio 1:2:3.  We were 

delighted to receive notification that Andrew Watson 

had gained a gold award, Amy Macdonald a silver 

and Luke Francis, Melissa Lawrence, Charlotte       

Graham, Christopher Mack, Himanshu Sharma, Bailey 

Griffin, Lewis Ross and Grace Poston a bronze award. 

A further several thousand pupils who had performed 

to a high standard were invited to sit the Junior     

Kangaroo paper.   

Global Citizenship Food Security IDL  The  

global citizenship working group is launching an IDL 

project this term between Science and the Health 

Food Technology Department.  Using different 

themes should make learning interesting and build 

pupils knowledge, skills and confidence to develop 

practices which are compatible with a sustainable 

and equitable society.  Beginning with food security 

issues resulting from global population growth and 

poverty the lessons will involve pupils investigating 

different aspects of food and its future.  Our first     

lesson sequence will be pupils exploring bee decline 

and the effects of losing pollinators on food            

production.  

Lost Property any unclaimed items of clothing, 

shoes, trainers and jewellery will be packaged up 

during the holidays to be donated to Blythswood or 

Rag-Bag Recycling. 

School Bus Monitors  Our 2016/2017 bus       

monitors are: - 

Invermoriston:  
Eloise Hall, Laura MacKenzie, Rhea Younie, Kaitlyn 

Surkitt and Ross MacDonald  (Trainee). 

 

Bunloit:  
Brady Griffiths, Eleanor Rose, Derry Griffiths (Trainee) 

and Emily Millar (Trainee). 

 
Cannich:  
Violet Francis, James Dodsworth, Amber Brogan, 

Alan Inglis, Jonathan Price, Rachel MacKenzie,  

William Giles, Rowan Morrison, Manon Robinson, 

Poppy Tomes, Emily McCloskey, Timi Kakouris, Niall 

McCallum (Trainee), Freya Campbell (Trainee), 

Penri Jones (Trainee), Jade Reid (Trainee), John 

Peteranna (Trainee) and Thomas MacLean 

(Trainee). 



Contact us 

Glen Urquhart High School 

Drumnadrochit 

Inverness-shire 

IV63 6XA 

Pupil Absence 
Please contact us by phone on 01456 459134 or    

e-mail jane.strachan@highland.gov.uk at the 

school office as soon as possible and no later than 

9.30am if your child will not be attending school for 

any reason. 

Parent Council News 

Welcome to all the new pupils joining GUHS this 

year and farewell and good luck to all the school 

leavers.  2015/2016 was yet another successful year 

at GUHS with great academic results from year 4th, 

5th and 6th and the continuing wonderful artistic 

performances throughout the year ending with the 

fantastic production of “The Lion King”. Can’t wait 

for this years production of “Guys and Dolls”. 

With the success over the past year of Themed Film 

Nights we will be looking to hold more of these. 

Please look out for posters advertising the next film. 

We are also looking for suggestions of films you 

would like to see. If you have any suggestions, 

please let us know. 

I am very grateful to all the parents who have    

given up their time to attend meetings and help at 

various functions and events.  The more volunteers 

we have the more we will be able to do. So if you 

could help out at events, please get in touch.  

Sodi Kakouris, Chair of the Parent Council. 

sodi@kakouris.co.uk 

Once again welcome to all the new pupils and 

their parents/guardians. Have a great year. 

Guinness World Record    On 24th June all the 

current S2 and S3 pupils helped to break the     

Guinness World Record for the world’s largest 

reading lesson. 

Free School meals and clothing grants    
The new online form for Free School Meals and 

Clothing Grants went live on 21st May and so far, 

has had a great response from parents.  They are 

also reducing the need for parents to reapply for 

free school meals and clothing grants every year.   

If families currently receive Housing Benefit or  

Council Tax Reduction and any of the following 

benefits: Income Support, Job Seekers (Income 

Based), Employment and Support Allowance 

(Income Related) or Universal Credits.  They will be 

assessed automatically and will not need to           

re-apply each year.  Families who do not need to 

re-apply will receive a letter confirming their       

continued entitlement to free school meals and 

clothing grants.  You can complete an online      

application at www.highland.gov.uk/request    

however, application forms can still be obtained 

from the school office. 

 

Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  
Are you aged 16-19?  Are you continuing in         

education?...YES! Then get your EMA application 

form today.  Income thresholds for EMA are 

£24,421 for households with one dependent child 

and to £26,884 for a family with more than one               

dependent child.  Forms are available throughout 

The Highland Council are from Highland Council 

Service Points, by calling 01349 886659 or from the 

website www.highland.gov.uk/ema.  Deadlines 

apply so make sure you apply straight away.  You 

must make a new EMA application each session.    

In order to ensure that we are reaching those 

young people and the parents of those young 

people who are entitled to receive the support 

provided from this scheme, the Scottish             

Government will be running an awareness raising 

campaign to highlight the scheme to all eligible 

students. 

Pupil Medicines 

Please ensure that you inform us of any medication 

your child is taking or any conditions affecting your 

child's  wellbeing.  Please help us to be prepared for 

any eventuality.   

 

All information will be treated as confidential. 

Pupil Appointments during School Hours 
If your child needs to leave school to attend an    

appointment please ensure you provide the school 

office with an appointment card/letter.  If we have 

not heard from you, or your child does not bring an 

appointment card to the office on the morning of 

their appointment, for safety reasons, we cannot 

allow them to leave. 

Careers Fair 2017       
Our annual careers fair is moving to a new date this 

session to coincide with our Week of Work.                  

The careers fair will be held on Wednesday 15th 

February 2017 from 7.00pm-9.00pm.  This event is 

open to pupils from P6 to S6.  We look forward to 

seeing you there! 

mailto:sodi@kakouris.co.uk

