
The 

Glen Urquhart Caman 
Hitting home the news from Glen Urquhart High School 

Head Teacher News 
I am always heartened to see our pupils and wider community supporting 

people less fortunate than ourselves.  This year I am delighted to say we 

managed to deliver 27 Blythswood shoeboxes full of gifts to brighten young 

peoples’ lives at Christmas.  A fun-filled additional dress down day saw us 

raise £288 for Children in Need.  However, I believe supporting the Scottish 

Refugee Council this term was extra special as this was initiated and fully  

organised by our Head of Social Events’ prefects who, through motivation 

and determination, collected £282 for this worthy cause.  I also want to 

thank you again for supporting our Fancy Dress Sponsored Walk.  The pupils, 

with your generosity, raised £4473 which pays for all the extra-curricular     

activities we run here at Glen Urquhart High School.  

Personal achievement provides young people with a sense of satisfaction 

and helps to build motivation, resilience and confidence.  Duke of             

Edinburgh, Young Enterprise, the Youth and Philanthropy Initiative, Bridge to 

Employment and the John Muir Award are some of the opportunities Glen 

Urquhart High School offers our young people to gain wider achievement 

and develop learning.  We record such achievement in each pupil’s profile 

but acknowledge a great deal of wider achievement happens outside 

school.  Could I please ask you to contact the school with any of your child’s 

recent achievements whether they are musical, sporting or any other         

interests so we can record these in your child’s profile.  School contact      

details can be found on our new school website. 

Once again this term is full of events, shows and fun packed activities.       

Recently we held our annual Careers Fair and our Senior Health and         

Wellbeing Day and the Parent Council organised a film afternoon raising  

further school funds.  Next month we have our school show - the much      

anticipated “Lion King” - and the annual senior citizens’ Christmas Party     

followed that evening with the Christmas Show to provide you with dance 

and musical entertainment.  Finally, in the last week of term, we have the 

School Christmas Dance.  I want to thank everyone for their hard work and 

commitment ensuring our young people have so many wide ranging and 

rich experiences. 

Christmas Concert – all parents and friends are invited to join us at our   

Christmas Service in Urquhart and Glenmoriston Parish Church, 

Drumnadrochit on Tuesday 22nd December at 2.00pm.   

With good wishes to you all. 

Paul Milton 

Head Teacher 

Term 2 Nov / Dec 2015 

WELCOME 

With the dark nights well and truly here we could all do with a little bit more festive cheer.  Sit back and  

relax with the latest edition of the Glen Urquhart Caman and let us bring a little sunshine to you with all the 

news and exciting happenings at GUHS.  

Dates for your diary 

School Show - 

Lion King 
Wednesday 2 December to 

Friday 4 December 

Show starts 7.30pm 

YPI Final 
Thursday 10 December 

6pm to 8pm 

Senior Citizen Christmas 

Party 
Wednesday 16 December 

1.30pm to 3.30pm 

Christmas Dance 
Monday 21 December 

7.30pm to 10.30pm 

Christmas Service 
Tuesday 22 December 

Service begins 2.00pm 

School Closes 
Tuesday 22 December 

3.35pm  

New Term Starts 
For pupils and staff 

Thursday 7January 2016 

9.00am 

Senior Phase Prelims 
Monday 1 February 2016 to 

Friday 12 February 2016 

  

Enclosures 
Adverse Weather Info 

Lion King   

School Calendar 

Study Calendar for S4-S6    

pupils only 

Week of Work 

  

If any enclosures are missing 

please contact the school. 



Music Dept. Prior to the October break a large  

number of pupils from S2-S6 attended a screening 

at VUE Cinema to see the launch of the BBC Ten 

Pieces project.  Pupils enjoyed exploring 10         

different orchestral pieces from a variety of genres 

with the purpose of undertaking performing,    

composing and listening activities during the rest of 

the session; some of which will hopefully be        

performed at our concerts over the next few terms.  

Our Senior Music students enjoyed an evening of 

Opera when they attended an excellent            

performance of Carmen by Scottish Opera at Eden 

Court in October.  For most pupils this was their first 

experience of live Opera, which proved to be   

lively, impressive and full of famous themes.  Many 

pupils are now inspired and involved in preparing 

performances of some songs from Carmen. Being 

one of the busiest times of year for the Music      

department, planning and rehearsing is already 

underway for our annual Senior Citizens Christmas 

Party and Evening Concert on Wednesday 16th  

December.  This is always such an enjoyable        

afternoon and evening for all involved and we look 

forward to welcoming and entertaining our guests.  

Pupil Revision Planning A study calendar has 

been included with this newsletter so your child can 

set out a study plan prior to the Senior Phase Prelim 

Examinations in February.  Good preparation is a 

mixture of learning and revision.  Most revision takes 

place at home and time at home should be spent, 

in addition to homework tasks, consolidating the 

understanding of material taught in class.  

As a guide, the minimum time spent on homework/

revision each night should be: 

Fourth Year Pupils – One and a Half Hours 

Fifth and Sixth Year Pupils – Two Hours 

Our staff, on a voluntary basis, also offer study      

opportunities outwith classroom lessons and pupils 

should make full use of these when offered. 

Glen 100 Club  Due to a lack of uptake it is with 

regret that we have had to cancel the Glen 100 

Club this year.  The School will refund those who 

have already paid. 

Lion King  As rehearsals are now at a crucial 

stage, work on our Musical Production of the Lion 

King is getting exciting.  All those involved in the  

production are working hard to learn all their lines, 

lyrics and choreography for which we hope will be 

one of the best GUHS drama productions yet.    

Tickets are now on sale and selling fast, so make 

sure you get yours soon!  We look forward to seeing 

you there. 

Bus Passes Secondary pupils living in the school’s 

catchment area, and live more than 3 miles from 

GUHS are entitled to free bus passes.  If your child 

requires one, please ask them to see Jane in the 

school office.  Drivers may ask to see passes as  

pupils board the bus – please ensure they are kept 

in a safe place as there will be a £5 charge for 

each replacement.  Pupils currently using buses 

who are not entitled to free transport will be 

charged.   

Technology  Due to space restrictions in the 

workshop, could any pupils who still need to       

collect woodwork projects please do so before 

December 11th.  After this they will be disposed of 

or given away to a good home. 

Christmas Dance tickets Dance tickets go on 

sale at break on Friday 11th December – be sure to 

get yours! 

Gift for Senior Citizens Christmas Party     
Pupils are requested to bring in an appropriate gift  

with a value between £3.00 and £5.00.  Please 

write on it ‘Male’, ‘Female’ or ‘Either’ to be given 

to our guests.  Please hand the wrapped gift into 

the school office before Friday 11th December. 

Senior Citizens Party Calling all senior citizens 

living within our school catchment area.  We       

cordially invite you to our annual Senior Citizens’ 

Christmas Party on Wednesday 16th December 

from 1.30pm in the school theatre.  Please contact 

the school on 01456 459134 to request transport if 

you need it.  We are looking forward to                

entertaining you! 

Ministry of Science 

L i v e  N o t  t h e              

conventional science 

lesson at all!  

Two mini buses of 

S1 and S2 pupils 

took off to see the 

Ministry of Science 

show at Eden court 

last week.  This was 

a live science 

show.  It came with 

bangs, whooshes, a hovercraft built on stage and a 

Human Cannon!  The production was a lot of fun, 

but also helped pupils find out about the inventors 

and engineers who have shaped and inspired the 

modern world we live in.  Mrs Angus organised the 

trip taking Mr Hogg and Mr McDiarmid along to 

help on the day.  It was a well worthwhile event 

that had pupils happily chattering about liquid    

nitrogen frozen flowers, hydrogen bottle rockets, 

hovercrafts, methane and batteries as they         

returned to school.  Pupils had a great time and 

had the opportunity to experience some of the   

science they don’t see at school! 

National Entitlement Card (incorporating 

High Life-Young Scot) These are being sent to 

pupils home addresses direct. If you haven’t       

received them by 30th November, please tell Jane 

in the school office.  



Travelling 

Gallery 

Visit 



Orchestra Visit 

Youth Philanthropy     

Initiative  

Charity Visit  



Sponsored 

Walk 



Sponsored 

Walk 



Young Enterprise  
T e a m  ‘ R a d i a t e ’        

attended a Dragons’ 

Den style event as part 

of the programme this 

term. Robbie, Elyn,  

Jennifer and Amber 

pitched their business 

idea to a panel of 

judges with the aim of 

winning some money to invest in their business.  

The group were competing against nine other 

schools that are taking part in the programme 

across Highland and Moray.  The group did a   

fantastic presentation and the judges were really 

impressed with the pitch and the product itself.  

The group came away from the event with the full 

investment of £80.  (The only group that received 

the investment amount they originally asked for.)  

They were joint winners of the top cash prize of the 

day! 

The product that the group is selling this year is 

handmade, fashionable bracelets containing UV 

reactive beads.  When these beads are exposed 

to UV radiation from the sun, they change colour. 

The stronger the UV radiation, the brighter the 

beads glow. The aim of the product is to alert the 

wearer when they are exposed to UV radiation; 

helping to reduce 

the risk of sunburn. 

Although these 

beads shouldn’t be 

used as the only  

protection again UV 

radiation, they are 

certainly a novel 

way to raise     

awareness.  The group is targeting the product at 

both the winter and summer sun markets; for    

winter sports and skiing holidays as well as summer 

sun holidays. These bracelets will be available to 

buy at upcoming parents’ evenings, the school 

show and the group will be selling them at a stall 

in Inverness High Street on Saturday 12th              

December, if you would like to buy one in support 

of the programme this year.   

Technical This year’s winners of the design a safety 

poster for the Craft & Design room are 1P1, Shauna 

Aris, Melissa Mack and Jack Heath, and in 1P2, Jake 

Ward, Louis Montague and Fintan Grant. The judging 

was quite challenging this year for Mr MacFarlane, 

our school technician, who had a varied selection of 

posters to view and select from.  Well done to all the 

new first years who took part.  The winning entries will 

be displayed above the technicians prep room 

doors in the Craft & Design workshop for this year.   

Former Pupil Success Daniel Campbell has 

been appointed Young Food and Drink               

Ambassador for Scotland.  He started out clearing 

tables at his parents’ hotel on the shores of Loch 

Ness and, after studying at the Cesar Ritz School in 

Switzerland, worked at top restaurants such as   

Balmoral Number One, the Witchery Group and 

Martin Wishart.  Mr Campbell, who is now General 

Manager at Edinburgh’s Royal 

Over-Seas League as well as   

running his own businesses, 

spends his free time touring   

Scotland’s most spectacular 

spots and enjoying its delicious 

local produce.   

 

Study Club Study Club finishes on Thursday 17th 

December and restarts on Tuesday 12th January.  

They will run on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and          

Thursdays until Wednesday 23rd March 2016 (except 

17th February 2016).  The Study Bus will run on the 

same dates departing school at 5.00pm. 

Football On 5th November, we made the long    

journey to Plockton for a football match.  Hopes 

were high after our 5-0 thrashing of them at home.  

However, from the off, we were the second best 

team.  We were dominated in nearly all aspects of 

the game, and found ourselves 3-0 down. One of 

the goals was questionable from our goal keeper, 

but he soon made up for it with a couple of world 

class saves.  Half time came and our morale was 

low, but an inspirational team talk from Mr. Russell, 

our coach, and a change in formation, made us 

fight back.  We were the much better team  

throughout the second half.  We found ourselves a 

goal back through our Captain, Jon Bremner, when 

he calmly stepped up to the penalty spot and 

tucked it away.  Our hopes were raised when Fraser 

Thom raced onto a through ball and beautifully 

chipped it over the goalkeeper. With more chances 

throughout the match, we wondered how we didn’t 

score more.  It was a nail biting last few minutes as 

we thought we could get the equalizer, but it just 

didn’t come.  However,  because of our 5-0 win the 

score on aggregate was 7-3 to Glen.  Man of the 

match was Iain Murchison.  By Owen Bell (S6). 

Youth and Philanthropy Initiative Third year   

students have recently taken part in YPI.  In teams 

they have been researching social issues in our    

community and creating an engaging and           

persuasive presentation on a local charity they      

believe is best placed to tackle an issue they are 

passionate about.  At the YPI School Final, which will 

be held at Glen Urquhart High School on Thursday 

10th December 2015 from 6pm – 8pm, the winning 

teams from each class will be presenting in front of a 

large audience and a panel of high-profile judges, in 

support of their chosen charities.  This event promises 

to be an inspiring, exciting and dramatic occasion as 

one team will be awarded a cheque of £3,000 to 

grant towards their chosen charity.  We hope you will 

be able to attend this event, to hear about the  

charities and local social issues which our pupils are 

passionate about.  



Pupil Absence 
Please contact us by phone on 01456 459134 or     

e-mail jane.strachan@highland.gov.uk at the 

school office as soon as possible and no later than 

9.30am if your child will not be attending school for 

any reason. 
 

Pupil Appointments during School Hours 
If your child needs to leave school to attend an   

appointment please ensure you provide the school 

office with an appointment card/letter.  If we have 

not heard from you, or your child does not bring an 

appointment card to the office on the morning of 

their appointment, for safety reasons, we cannot 

allow them to leave. 
 

Pupil Medicines 
Please ensure that you inform us of any medication 

your child is taking or any conditions affecting your 

child's wellbeing.  Please help us to be prepared for 

any eventuality.   

All information will be treated as confidential. 

Careers Fair 2015  
The evening of Thursday 19th             

November saw another busy 

night for our presenters who 

shared their knowledge and    

experience of their career with 

our pupils and parents.   

School Dress Code Our school colours are Red, 

Black and White.  Please support the school in     

ensuring your child does not wear jeans to school.  

This is our place of business.  No football colours are 

allowed. 

Lost Property Any unclaimed items of clothing, 

shoes, trainers and jewellery will be packaged up 

during the holidays to be donated to Blythswood or 

Rag-Bag Recycling.  

Glen Urquhart High School  

Closure/Adverse Weather  

After 7.30am 

Phone:  0800 564 2272 

  PIN 04 1060  

or  

Website:  

https://www.highland.gov.uk/schoolclosures 

Contact us 

Glen Urquhart High School 

Drumnadrochit 

Inverness-shire 

IV63 6XA 

Tel: 01456 459134 

Email: glenurquhart.high@highland.gov.uk 

Winter visibility Pupils are reminded to wear      

visible clothing when walking to and from school 

when it is dark.  If cycling, please make sure your 

lights work. Bridge to Employment The most recent Bridge to 

Employment event for the S4 pupils took place in 

Inverness.  A member of staff from UHI ran a session 

where the pupils from various Highland secondary 

schools worked in groups of six to organise the     

proposal for a local council to put on a music      

festival.  Each member of the team had specific 

responsibilities i.e. lighting, sound, health & safety 

etc. Throughout the morning, the groups worked 

together to produce their plan following strict   

guidelines.  In the afternoon they had the chance 

to put their proposal to the “council” and at the 

end of the day there was a vote to decide which 

festival had been successful.  Throughout the day 

there was a buzz of activity as the groups worked 

hard to put together their proposals.  It was good to 

see the pupils working to a deadline, working well as 

a team and playing to individuals strengths when 

presenting their ideas at the end of the day.  As 

they all think about the skills needed to be           

successful in future careers, this was a day that 

helped many of the pupils see what skills they have 

and what skills still need to be worked on.  There will 

be a final Bridge to Employment STEMiNAR in        

January 2016. 

We would like to thank everyone who attended 

and we hope you gained a lot from the evening.  

Thanks to our hospitality pupils, Miss Griffiths, office 

staff and a special thanks to our volunteers who 

generously gave their time to support the event. 

http://www.schoolclosures.highlandschools.org.uk/

