
The 

Glen Urquhart Caman 
Hitting home the news from Glen Urquhart High School 

Head Teacher News 
At this time of year the school is full of activity with many pupils participating 

in a wide range of opportunities on offer.  At times the list seems endless and, 

as I write this article, a large number of our pupils are involved in preparing 

for events such as Guys and Dolls, the Youth Philanthropy Initiative, the Senior 

Citizen’s Party and the Christmas Show to name only some.  Sometimes 

when I have the opportunity to stand back I truly am impressed with the 

wonderful ways in which our young people can become more confident 

individuals ready to take on the many exciting opportunities and challenges 

that await them.  Such experiences, both within and out with the school, 

can only happen with the continual dedication and commitment of our 

hard working staff and support from members of our local community.  

A study calendar has been included with this newsletter so your child can set 

out a study plan prior to the Senior Phase Prelim Examinations in January/

February.  December’s Senior Progress Report will indicate what your child 

requires to do to gain the best possible grades.  Good preparation is a     

mixture of learning and revision.   

As a guide, the minimum time spent on homework/revision each night 

should be,  

Fourth Year Pupils – One and a Half Hours 

Fifth and Sixth Year Pupils – Two Hours 
 

I would again like to thank you for the generosity the community continues 

to show in supporting the school.  Our Sponsored Walk brought in £4,642.30 

to support our extra-curricular programme.   

Changes to the School Week – As you may be aware the Authority is        

proposing that all 29 Secondary Schools move to a four and a half day week 

as of June 2017.  This would mean that the start and end of the school day 

will change and pupils will finish school around 1pm on a Friday.  Many 

schools have already made this change.  Our move to a four and a half day 

week will be dependent on school transport negotiations between the bus 

companies and the Authority.  I will keep you informed as soon as I have 

been updated.   

Christmas Concert – All parents and friends are invited to join us at our  

Christmas Service in Urquhart and Glenmoriston Parish Church, 

Drumnadrochit on Friday 23rd December at 2.00pm.  With good wishes to 

you all. 

Paul Milton 

Term 2 Nov / Dec 2016 

WELCOME 

With the dark nights well and truly here we could all do with a little bit more festive cheer.  Sit back and  

relax with the latest edition of the Glen Urquhart Caman and let us bring a little sunshine to you with all the 

news and exciting happenings at GUHS.  

Dates for your diary 

School Show - 

Guys and Dolls 
Wednesday 30 November to 

Friday 2 December 

Show starts 7.30pm 

YPI Final 
Friday 16 December 

11.30am - 2.00pm 

Senior Citizen Christmas 

Party 
Wednesday 14 December 

1.30pm to 3.30pm 

Christmas Dance 
Thursday 22 December 

7.30pm to 10.30pm 

Christmas Service 
Friday 23 December 

Service begins 2.00pm 

School Closes 
Friday 23 December 

3.35pm  

New Term Starts 
For pupils and staff 

Monday 9 January 2016 

9.00am 

Senior Phase Prelims 
Monday 30 January 2017 to 

Friday 10 February 2017 

  

Enclosures 
Adverse Weather Info 

School Calendar 

Study Calendar for S4-S6    

pupils only 

Sport at GUHS 

  

If any enclosures are missing 

please contact the school. 

Junior and Senior Girls’ Football at Ardnamurchan 



Asdan Geocaching Trip The Asdan group went 

with Mrs Lound and Ms Simpson on a    

geocaching trip around Loch Ness,      

stopping at places such as Fort       

Augustus, Whitebridge and Foyers.  

Geocaching is like a treasure hunt 

but a bit different.  It is when you go 

around searching for treasure on a 

GPS or a phone.  The caches can be 

found all around the world, in countries like France, 

Spain, etc.  The caches tend to be boxes hidden 

under rocks and trees, they are hidden very well.  In 

each box there are different surprises, you can take 

one of these, as long as you replace it with another 

bit of treasure for someone 

to find.  The highlight of the 

trip was finding 11 out of 16 

caches.  We enjoyed the trip 

overall as we took part as a 

team and the weather was 

really nice. 

Staffing Update Depute Head Teacher, Alan 

Bruce, recently gained a 23 month secondment as 

Quality Improvement Officer for the Authority.  Mr 

Bruce has been an outstanding member of our 

team during the four and a half years he has been 

here at our School and we wish him well in this new 

post.   

Mr Iain Fulton, our Principal Teacher of English and 

Modern Languages replaces Mr Bruce as Depute 

Head Teacher during this time.  We hope to have 

someone in post to replace Mr Fulton early in the 

New Year but rest-assured, until that time, we are 

doing everything possible to ensure your child’s   

education is not affected.  Ms Carloss, who is a         

qualified English Teacher as well as a Modern      

Languages Teacher, has agreed to take a number 

of Mr Fulton’s classes until we appoint. 

Glen Urquhart High School Girls Football 

Team Are looking for a sponsor for new strips, our 

current strips are old and sadly we don’t even 

have a full set yet.  We are looking to buy a new kit 

of 15 sets which the girls will use for multiple sporting 

activities including Shinty, Football and Hockey.  

We would very much appreciate if someone in the 

community would like to sponsor our developing 

girls’ sports teams.  If you would like to sponsor our 

girls team please contact –Joanna Aris (S6) and 

Rowan Morrison (S6) via the School Office.  Thank 

you.  

Guys and Dolls As rehearsals are now at a      

crucial stage, work on our Musical Production of 

the Guys and Dolls is getting exciting.  All those   

involved in the  production are working hard.     

Tickets are now on sale, so make sure you get yours 

soon!  We look forward to seeing you there. 

Bus Passes Secondary pupils living in the school’s 

catchment area, and live more than three miles 

from GUHS are entitled to free bus passes.   

If your child requires one, please ask them to see 

Jane in the school office.  Drivers may ask to see 

passes as  pupils board the bus – please ensure 

they are kept in a safe place as there will be a £5 

charge for each replacement.  Pupils using buses 

who are not entitled to free transport will be 

charged.   

Christmas Dance tickets Dance tickets go on 

sale at break on Thursday 15th December – be sure 

to get yours! 

Gift for Senior Citizens Christmas Party     
Pupils are requested to bring in an appropriate gift  

with a value between £3.00 and £5.00.  Please 

write on it ‘Male’, ‘Female’ or ‘Either’ to be given 

to our guests.  Please hand the wrapped gift into 

the school office before Friday 11th December. 

Senior Citizens Party Calling all senior citizens 

living within our school catchment area.  We       

cordially invite you to our annual Senior Citizens’ 

Christmas Party on Wednesday 16th December 

from 1.30pm in the school theatre.  Please contact 

the school on 01456 459134 to request transport if 

you need it.  We are looking forward to                

entertaining you! 

National Entitlement Card (incorporating 

High Life-Young Scot) These have been given to 

pupils via their registration teacher and should be 

returned by 30th November.  If you have not         

received one or have any queries please contact 

the school office.  

Halloween Happiness  Kat (S6)

and I chose to organise a special          

Halloween event as part of our 

Bronze Personal Achievement 

Award for S1 pupils.  We wanted 

them to have fun and to know that the LS Base is 

always open.  As part of our event we had a 

spooky Halloween soundtrack provided by Alastair 

McDiarmid (S4), Kat held toilet paper mummy  

making competitions, Ffion (S5)and I     

organised dunking for smarties in flour, 

and Donald made boo-ish balloon       

Halloween items.  We had ghost lollipops 

for prizes and made 

Oreo spider cookies for 

people to enjoy.  Lots of people 

came and everyone enjoyed it.  

We hope to do more activities in 

the future.  By Kirstie Peacher (S5). 
 

Lego and K’nex requests  If you have any    

unused and unwanted Lego or K’Nex sets at home 

then please consider donating it to the LS            

department.  All donations gratefully received.   



Maths ICAEW DAY - On 10th November five      

Advanced Higher Math’s students, travelled to 

Aberdeen to participate in the North of Scotland 

heat for BASE17.  This is the ICAEW’s National     

Business and Accounting competition for students 

in school or college aged 16-19.  This provided a  

unique and exciting experience as students were 

able to engage in a business challenge that     

enabled them to develop key employability skills 

and an understanding what it’s like to be an 

ICAEW Chartered Accountant.  The pupils had to 

digest and analyse a huge volume of information, 

make calculations and decide on a course of  

action for the company whilst working as a team. 

A chartered accountant acted as a mentor to 

each of the nine teams.  They then had to present 

their findings to the fictional  company board   

justifying their choices and answering two       

questions posed by members of the board in front 

of all the attendees.  Our S6 students Rachel   

MacKenzie,  Alan Inglis, Robbie Murray, Jono Price 

and Archie Wotherspoon gave an excellent 

presentation and came third.  They gave a       

polished performance, and the head judge was 

at pains to tell them how close they had come to 

winning.  Indeed one of the other judges informed 

us that their team work throughout the day had 

been the best.  They had to work under extreme 

time pressure and the whole day was similar to a 

future experience they may have in industry so 

was a great experience for all. 

Music A group of Senior and S3 pupils had a very 

enjoyable evening out at the Opera on 1st            

Nov.  We went to see Scottish Operas production of 

Mozart’s Marriage of Figaro at Eden Court.  It was a 

great evening at which pupils got to experience 

some wonderful music, singing and impressive    

staging and acting, not to mention the comedy    

value of Mozart’s story writing!  We plan to take in 

another Opera next spring. 

Help your Child with their Maths  Following 

the conversations at our recent S1 parents      

evening, we were delighted with the will by       

parents to support their children with their Maths 

and numeracy skills.  To support this very important 

role that parents can play, the Maths Department 

at Glen Urquhart High School would like to share 

the upcoming topics for S1 and S2 pupils.   

S1:     Perimeter, Substitution and Pythagoras.   

S2:     Circles, Volume and Ratio.  

We will be uploading additional PowerPoints    

containing examples for these topics onto the 

Maths page on the school website.  The core     

numeracy PowerPoint is still available, under    

number processes.  Not to leave S3 out, we are 

providing all S3 pupils with a very colourful       

pocket-sized revision aid, with worked examples on 

every topic.  These booklets are for home use only 

and should be returned in good condition for    

subsequent years.  

Study Club for Term 2 finishes on Thursday 22nd 

December  The club will restart for Term 3 on    

Tuesday 10th January and will run on Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays and Thursdays until Tuesday 4th April 

2017.  The Study Bus will run on the same dates   

departing school at 5.00pm. 

Home Economics The department have been 

running a seafood in schools project for several 

months the culmination of which was a competition 

at the European aquaculture conference in          

Edinburgh in September at the international         

conference centre.  Pictured L-R Fraser Nicol, Flett 

Marsham, Ewan McAtier and Jay Brady (all S4) were       

representing the school.  The boys had to develop 

and prepare a dish in front of 400 delegates and a 

panel of 3 judges.  They were also judged on the film 

presentation they gave about the aquaculture     

industry in Scotland and what they had learned in 

the preceding months from visits to aquaculture sites 

and from guest chefs visiting the school.  The boys 

had tough competition from S6 senior pupils from 

Balfron High and managed to win the Scottish       

Aquaculture Competition.  Jay and Flett remained 

calm and focused and cooked a delicious recipe 

and Euan and Frasers video was outstanding - and 

they all looked so smart!  

Youth and Philanthropy Initiative Third year   

students have recently taken part in the YPI.  In 

teams they have been researching social issues in 

our community and creating an engaging and           

persuasive presentation on a local charity they      

believe is best placed to tackle an issue they are 

passionate about.  At the YPI School Final, which will 

be held at Glen Urquhart High School on Thursday 

10th December 2016 from 6.00pm – 8.00pm, the   

winning teams from each class will be presenting in 

front of a large audience and a panel of high-profile 

judges, in support of their chosen charities.  This event 

promises to be an inspiring, exciting and dramatic 

occasion as one team will be awarded a cheque of 

£3,000 to grant towards their chosen charity.  We 

hope you will be able to attend this event, to hear 

about the charities and local social issues which our 

pupils are passionate about.  



Pupil Absence/Appointments 
Please inform the school office on 01456 459134 or     

e-mail jane.strachan@highland.gov.uk if your child 

will not be attending school for any reason.  If your 

child has an appointment and we have not heard 

from you, for safety reasons, we cannot allow them 

to leave school. 

Pupil Medicines 
Please ensure that you inform us of any medication 

your child is taking or any conditions affecting your 

child's wellbeing.  Please help us to be prepared for 

any eventuality.   

All information will be treated as confidential. 

Careers Fair 2017 
Wednesday 15 February 2017, we will host 

our annual Careers Fair to coincide with 

our Week of Work.  This employment themed 

week will focus on the skills, qualifications and    

opportunities available to our young people as 

part of the Scottish Government ‘Developing the 

Young Workforce’ initiative.  The event will run from 

7.00pm—9.00pm.  Keep the date in your diary! 
 

School Dress Code Our school colours are Red, 

Black and White.  Please support the school in     

ensuring your child does not wear jeans to school.  

This is our place of business.  No football colours are 

allowed. 

Lost Property Any unclaimed items of clothing, 

shoes, trainers and jewellery will be packaged up 

during the holidays to be donated to Blythswood or 

Rag-Bag Recycling.  

Blythswood Shoebox Appeal 2016 Every 

year Blythswood Care      

organise a shoebox appeal 

where at Christmas time 

they deliver shoeboxes full 

of small gifts to people less 

fortunate than ourselves. 

Often this is the only gift 

these people receive at 

Christmas.  This year the 

ASDAN group helped       

coordinate the collection of 

Christmas shoeboxes on  

behalf of Glen Urquhart High 

School.  The ASDAN team promoted the collection 

by designing and displaying posters, requested  

donations of shoeboxes, Christmas wrap and gifts, 

and ensured that the boxes were labelled          

correctly.  Thanks to the incredible generosity of the 

local community we were able to collect 15    

shoeboxes which were duly delivered to 

Blythswood for distribution. 

Contact us 
Glen Urquhart High School 

Drumnadrochit 

Inverness-shire 

IV63 6XA 

Tel: 01456 459134    

Email: glenurquhart.high@highland.gov.uk 

Winter visibility Pupils are reminded to wear      

visible clothing when walking to and from school 

when it is dark.  If cycling, please make sure your 

lights work. 

Inverness Culloden Rotary Club 
Congratulations to Manon Robinson 

(S5) who used her skills in public 

speaking to gain victory in the Rotary 

Club Competition on 1st November.  

Although the competition was fierce, 

with speakers from Millburn Academy, 

Charleston Academy and Inverness 

Royal Academy taking part, the judges’ decision 

was unanimous.  They were particularly impressed 

with the content of her speech and her expert    

delivery on the subject: Does school teach you the 

skills you need to succeed in life?  Matthias 

Glenday (S6)and Charlie 

Hookham (S4) are representing 

the school in the North of Scot-

l a n d  S e n i o r  D e b a t i n g         

Competition.  With motions as 

diverse as ‘Gardening should 

be compulsory in all schools’ 

and ‘Fracking poses a significant threat to the     

environment’, their debating skills have been tested 

to the limit.  Their hard work has paid off and they 

have reached the final which will be held at 

Charleston Academy on 25th November.    
 

National Poetry Day Great fun was had during 

the S1 and S2 Poetry Quiz to mark National Poetry 

Day 2016.  Teams demonstrated their knowledge of 

poetry as they scoured the corridors for questions 

linked to famous poets, poems and language    

techniques.  The winning teams from 

each year group were presented 

with books of classic poems for chil-

dren.   
 

S1 winners:  Abigail MacDonald,   

Eilidh Murchison and Ellie Macleod. 
 

S2 winners: Rhiannon Macleod, Sean 

Brown and Millie Beach. 

Great Glen Youth Theatre Took part in the 

World Canal Conference held 

at Eden Court.  With the       

ass i stance of Amanda         

Luscombe they performed in 

front of approx. 1000           

delegates from around the 

world.  This is the first time that the yearly             

Conference has taken place in the UK. 


