
WELCOME 
Wind, rain and a fair dusting of snow won’t deter the pupils of Glen Urquhart High School from enjoying the 

wide range of activities on offer this term.  So sit back and read all about the busy term we’re having. 

The 

Glen Urquhart Caman 
Hitting home the news from Glen Urquhart High School Term 3 February 2015 

Dates for your diary 

S2 Reports sent home 

Thursday 22nd January 

 

Senior Phase Prelims 

Monday 2nd February -           

Friday 13th February 

 

Mid Term Break 

Monday 16h February -           

Tuesday 17th February 

 

  In Service Day 

Wednesday 18th  

February 

 

Senior Phase Reports      

sent home 

Thursday 5th March 

 

Senior Phase  

Parents Afternoon 

Tuesday 10th March and   

Wednesday 11th March 

 

S3 Reports sent home  

Thursday 26th March 

 

S2 Options Return 

Monday 30th March 

 

Term 3 Ends 

Thursday 2nd April 3.35pm 

 

Term 4 Starts  

Monday 20th April 

 

HEAD TEACHERS NOTE 
I hope you had a wonderful Christmas and wish you a great year ahead.  

As usual we had a very busy December in the run up to the Christmas     

Holiday.  The month began with the cast and crew of ‘Back To The Future’ 

putting on a great performance.  It was particularly enjoyable knowing 

the play was developed and adapted by the staff and pupils rather than 

a script being purchased.  Our new additional musical event on the      

evening of our ‘Senior Citizens’ Party was also extremely well received 

and we have decided to make this a permanent fixture on our calendar.  

Thank you to everyone who made these events so memorable.  The 

Badaguish Outdoor Centre has been at the heart of our annual Activities 

Week for many years.  Unfortunately, the Council’s lease of this site has 

ended.  Rather than cease our Outdoor Education Week, Mrs Woodhouse 

has managed to book The Great Glen Outdoor Centre.  As a result of this 

and a number of other recent developments, we are bringing our          

Activities Week forward a week.  This has resulted in some changes to our 

summer calendar which includes starting our new timetable a week      

earlier.  The new calendar is enclosed and can also be found on the 

school website.  In last year’s SQA examinations Glen Urquhart High 

School came in the top three out of the Authority’s twenty nine             

Secondary Schools in all academic measurements including five Higher 

passes, three Higher passes and five National 5 passes.  As we strive to 

maintain such high standards it is vital that our pupils are given every     

opportunity, both in school and at home, to put in the adequate         

preparation to perform at this high level and gain those key qualifications 

needed for their future.  Please continue to encourage your child to put in 

the required revision before their prelims in February and their SQA               

examinations in May.  The Parent Council continue to be very supportive 

of the school and have planned, in discussion with pupils, to hold a 

themed Film Night on Friday 20th February to raise funds for the school.  

Please come along and enjoy a great night. 

The term will end with our annual “Fun Run” for all our pupils and the        

issuing of Healthy Easter Eggs supplied by our Parent Council.   

Mr Paul Milton, Headteacher 

 

 



German Exchange  Comments from some of 

the 13 pupils involved in the German Exchange: 28 

September -  3 October 2014 

Meeting the families:  “I was nervous for the first 

couple of days but 

by the end of the 

w e e k  I  w a s         

confident.” Ianna. 

Meeting the Mayor 

at the Rathaus: “The 

m a y o r  w a s         

generous with her 

gifts and the food was great!” Natasha. The       

German school day: “They started way too early 

but I liked finishing at the time we did.” Joanna. 

Talking German: “I found it very hard to speak   

German.  But Jessi would practise some things with 

me.  She would ask me questions in German, and I 

had to answer in German. Timothea.  Train trip to 

the medieval town of Landshut: “Pretty, nice    

buildings”  Sally.  Party night: “Dancing was fun” 

Eleanor. Activities with partner’s family: “fun:    

bowling,  shooting, Oktoberfest, eating” Isaac.   

Munich town centre: “ The buildings were        

beautiful.” Ianna. Tram Tour: ”Very interesting 

(genuinely) lots of fun”   Christopher 

Staff news  we say farewell and thank you to Mrs 

Viv Pick, Clerical Assistant who leaves GUHS this 

week.  Best wishes Viv, we hope you enjoy being 

back in York, we will miss you.  Congratulations to 

Mrs Rona Porter (and husband) on the birth of their 

twin boys (7lbs 5oz and 6lbs 4oz) Ruairidh Andrew 

and Lewis James Porter.  Mum, Dad and babies 

well. 

Parents’ Views  We are committed to             

continuous review and development to improve 

what we deliver to our young people.  A            

significant part of the process, in identifying what 

needs to change, is to listen to our pupils, parents 

and partners.  Enclosed is a Parent Evaluation 

Form and a stamped, addressed envelope which 

we would like you to complete and return to the 

school office.  This information will then be          

analysed by us and in a subsequent Newsletter, 

we will publish the findings and how these have 

informed change. 

Prelims 2015  Our pupils will, by now, be         

studying hard in preparation for their upcoming 

exams.  Study planners were issued in December, 

with exam timetables being issued early January.  

The prelims run from Monday 2nd February until 

Friday 13th   February.  We have enclosed a copy 

of the prelim timetable for information.  We wish all 

our pupils every success. 

Bridge to Employment BTE is a business -        

education partnership model, helping forge links 

between students 

across the Highlands 

and major business. 

T h i s  p r o g r a m m e       

began last August 

with some S4 pupils. 

The BTE vision is largely 

a b o u t  c r e a t i n g       

opportunities where 

young people have 

more choices and chances in secondary              

education.  The intention is to develop young      

people’s transferrable employability skills and 

knowledge of careers in different sectors as well as 

their knowledge of Higher Education or Further             

Education opportunities. A major element is to build 

young peoples’ skills and awareness of STEM       

subjects (Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Maths). The events included a trip to Torrachilty     

hydro power station and windfarm, building a  

working wind turbine model, a team building day 

(with over 200 pupils from the Highlands). Students 

involved will be producing a poster and delivering 

a short talk to STEM ambassadors, as well as being 

awarded their certificate at the BTE graduation 

coming up at the end of February (parents of     

involved students are cordially invited).  This years 

participating students are: Violet Francis, Kirsten 

Hunt, Jonathan Price, Maya Stewart-Rizza, Morgan 

Redpath, and Grace Macdonald.   

Young Enterprise Group  
The group attended the   

annual craft fayre in          

Inverness, organised by 

Young Enterprise Scotland. 

Martin MacPhee, Ianna 

Roche, Jodie Maclean, Eryn 

Ross and Jade Barrow braved the cold and 

pitched up their stall in the High Street on Saturday 

6th December (one of the busiest Christmas      

shopping days of the year!).  They finished the    

selling day early having sold out of Sweetree’s just 

after lunchtime. The group are due to sit their        

Strathclyde Business exam 

in late February and will   

a t t e n d  a n  aw a rd                      

ceremony in April to              

conclude this year’s                 

enterprise programme. 

Pupil Reports and Parents Evenings  
Thursday 5/3/15 - Senior Phase Reports sent home 

Tuesday 10/3/15 - Senior Phase Parents’ Afternoon   

5pm to 7pm for pupils surname A-L 

Wednesday 11/3/15 - Senior Phase Parents’           

Afternoon  5pm to 7pm for pupils surname M-Z 

Thursday 26/3/15 - S3 Reports sent home. 

Monday 25/5/15 - S1 Reports sent home. 



Future Chef Competition 2015. Erin Beach 

(S2) and Luke Francis (S1) took part in the local 

heat of the future chef competition at Inverness 

College on Tuesday 20th of January 2015. They 

worked extremely hard to win their places in the 

competition at the challenging school heat in   

October 2014.  The pupils had cooked for Chef 

Mentor, Alfie Little from the River House Restaurant, 

Inverness and impressed him with their skills.  In   

December, Erin and Luke visited the River House 

restaurant to discuss their menus and seek         

professional advice on their dishes.  On the day of 

the competition both pupils did well and            

impressed the judges, but, unfortunately did not 

make it to the next round. Both pupils gained a lot 

of cookery skills by taking part and enjoyed the 

experience. Hope to see them compete again.  

Music  On 11th December, for the first time, the 

Music Department followed up its usual afternoon 

entertainment at the Senior Citizens’ Party with an 

evening concert for parents, friends and the public. 

This made for a long and tiring day for all involved, 

but was definitely worth the effort! We felt it was a 

shame for the pupils to do all that hard work and 

enjoy the buzz of performing for the senior citizens 

without having the chance to show parents and 

friends what they can do.  The varied programme 

involved every pupil from S1 and S2 and all the   

older pupils who are studying music – plus many 

who are not. Poetry readings organised by the  

English Department and Scottish Dancing added to 

the mix and the evening certainly seemed to be 

enjoyed by all, with a huge array of talent on show 

in group and solo items. The usual Christmas 

themed songs and carols were complemented by 

musical items from Jamaica and Brazil, together 

with current pop songs, blues standards and      

classical pieces.  Just about every instrument in the 

department put in an appearance. Thanks go to all 

who helped out.  Hopefully this new format of     

afternoon party followed by evening concert will 

become a regular fixture for the future. 

English Department.  Book Week 

Scotland is a celebration of books 

and reading that takes place every 

November. During Book Week,   

people of all ages and walks of life 

come together in libraries, schools, 

community venues and workplaces to share and 

enjoy books and reading. They are often joined by 

Scotland’s authors, poets, playwrights, storytellers 

and illustrators to bring a packed programme of 

events and projects to life.  At Glen Urquhart High 

School, we decided to add a more personal      

aspect to the celebration by asking S2 pupils and 

all school staff to choose their Favourite Book ever. 

We wanted to celebrate the impact that books 

have on our lives and to stimulate memories and 

feelings attached to particular authors and titles. 

We were delighted by the response and also by 

the discussions that took place in the school. An 

exhibition including photographs of reviewers with 

their book choice is currently on display outside the 

school office. Thanks to all who took part. 

Study Club & Study Bus.  Study Club runs on 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays until 

Wednesday 1st April 2015.  The Study bus is for the 

Cannich route and leaves school at 5pm on Study 

Club Days.   

Careers Fair 2014 Thursday 20th November 

2014 saw another successful careers fair with many 

representatives from a variety of occupations and 

universities generously giving their time to help   

educate our pupils and parents on their chosen 

career path. We would like to thank our Hospitality 

pupils for catering for our guests.  The evening was 

very well attended and we hope to build on this 

success next year.  Can we take this opportunity to 

thank all volunteers for their continued support, 

and look forward to welcoming them back next 

year. 

Technology Department.  During December a 

number of S2 pupils took part in the Highland Youth 

Arts Hub, design a logo competition. Although our 

students did not win the event, the judges were so 

impressed with the designs they chose three of our 

students, Jay Brady, Jenny McPherson and Jed 

Stoddart to take part in an event at the Highland 

Printing studio on 29th January.  The winners will      

design a banner with one of the designers in the 

studio plus a graphics student who was the winner 

of the competition. This is a fantastic opportunity for 

our youngsters.  Hopefully in the next newsletter we 

will have some photos of the event and feedback 

from the students themselves. 

 

Festive Animation Competition 
During November and December all the first years 

used our Go-Animate software to produce their 

own festive funny animations. 

Mr Bruce and Mr Brogan 

judged the students pieces 

and had a difficult time       

narrowing the selection down 

to just two to be shown during 

the Christmas Service.  The two 

winners were Holly Cooper 

and Orrin Bishop.  Pictured beside Mr Bruce are the 

winners with their prize of a chocolate reindeer. Well 

done to all the S1 pupils who took part. 

Enclosures  Updated School Calendar; Parent 

Evaluation Form and return envelopes;  Prelim  

timetable;  Radon Update; Parent Council Flyer;  

Adverse Weather Card; Craigmonie Centre 

‘What’s On’.  If any of the above are missing, 

please contact the school office. 



Contact us 

Glen Urquhart High School 

Drumnadrochit 

Inverness-shire 

IV63 6XA 
 

Tel: 01456 459134 

Email: glenurquhart.high@highland.gov.uk 

PUPIL ABSENCE 

Please contact us by phone on 01456 459134 or e-

mail jane.strachan@highland.gov.uk at the school 

office as soon as possible and no later than 

9.30am if your child will not be attending school 

for any reason. 

 

PUPIL MEDICINES 

Please ensure that you inform us of any            

medication your child is taking or any conditions 

affecting your child's  wellbeing.  Please help us to 

be prepared for any eventuality. 

All information will be treated as confidential. 

Active School Coordinator The New Year/

Term has kicked off on an active note with a    

number of new extra-curricular activities having 

being added to the programme. A 25 minute    

fitness workout – aptly named ‘Glensanity’ – is on 

offer to all pupils on a Tuesday and Thursday after 

school. The after school Badminton session on 

Monday continues to prove popular and will run 

until the Easter holiday – with the group also     

looking forward to the annual fixture against 

Kilchuimen Academy on March 16th. Lunch-time 

activities include Basketball, Kwik-Cricket and the 

Table Tennis tournament. The junior boys and senior 

girls football teams are also looking forward to the 

small schools finals next month and, weather     

permitting, the weekly training can resume.  A 

huge thank you to all who have helped. As always, 

you can play your part – as parents, family and 

friends - by encouraging all pupils to either try 

something new or continue to maintain their       

involvement. Please get in touch, should you wish 

to volunteer in any capacity with the programme.  

Please contact Garry McKay on 01456 459227. 

Parent Forum and Council News  The New 

Year brings fresh challenges but luckily we can 

build on what has already been achieved. Thanks 

to those of you who provided raffle prizes at the 

school production of ‘Back to the Future’.  Over 

£400.00 was raised to contribute towards the cost 

of the ‘School Leavers Do’ at the close of the     

academic year.  

For the first time the school produced a Christmas 

Showcase. This was a repeat performance of the 

show performed at the senior citizens party.  It goes 

without saying that this provided an excellent   

evenings entertainment, and I am happy that this 

will become an annual affair.  The Parent Council 

ran a quiz that evening and I am happy to         

announce that the winner of the £10.00 voucher is 

Sylvia Longbottom, well done. 

To boost funds for extra curricular school trips and 

additional equipment to support the children’s 

learning experience, the Parent Council is hosting 

a series of Themed Film Evenings at the school. The 

idea of this is that the audience participates in the 

evening of a film showing, by dressing up as a 

character from the film and joins in with the film in 

a ‘Sing-a-Long’ style. 

The S6 year group canvassed pupils for the title of 

the initial film night show. It has been agreed that 

“Mamma Mia” will be screened at the school on 

Friday 20th February 2015, so dig out your platform 

shoes, don your sequined waistcoat and dust 

down your permed wig… ABBA is coming to town! 

Tickets are £2.00 and will be available shortly. 

The Parent Council wishes all families of Glen      

Urquhart High School a very Happy New Year, if 

you have any cracking ideas for fundraising do not 

be shy, share them. 

Sodi Kakouris, Chair 
 

Next Parent Council meeting: 30th April 2015 at 

7.00pm.  The council meetings are held in the early 

evening once a term.   

If you can offer any help please do contact either: 

Lesley 01456 476286 or  

email  lesley.inglis@yahoo.co.uk or myself,  

Sodi sodi@kakouris.co.uk 

GLEN 100 CLUB WINNERS 

November draw 

1st - Margaret Davidson £15.00;  

2nd - Mr & Mrs C Fraser £10.00. 

Christmas draw  -  
1st - Andrew Watson £40.00;  

2nd - Paul Milton £25.00;  

3rd - Fiona Thomson £10.00. 

School Transport Bus Passes. 
Stagecoach informed the school on Wednesday 

28th January 2015 that bus drivers will be checking 

that all pupils using the school bus have a valid bus 

pass.   

To qualify pupils must live more than 3 miles away 

from school and be in the catchment area.   

If your child has lost their bus pass please see Jane 

in the office to obtain a replacement (the cost is 

£5).     

Pupils who live within 3 miles of school and wish to 

travel on the bus need to pay for their transport. 

 

mailto:lesley.inglis@yahoo.co.uk
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