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Glen Urquhart Caman 
Hitting home the news from Glen Urquhart High School 

Dear Pupils, Parents and Staff 
As you may know, I am leaving Glen Urquhart High 

School at the end of this term so I wanted to take this 

opportunity to bid farewell to all the people I have 

worked with over the past twenty six years. 

Over such a long period of time many things have 

changed in Glen Urquhart High School, not the least 

of which has been our move to the  impressive     

modern building that the school now occupies.    

However one thing has remained constant over that 

period of time and that has been the wonderful experiences I have had 

teaching here.  I suppose I may be biased but I believe that GUHS is the 

best school in the world.  The building is great and is a credit to the respect 

with which it has been treated since it opened in 2002 and to the care it 

receives from Bobo, Battistino, Uni and all the cleaning staff. 
 

However this school is much more than the building it occupies, it is a 

place where people work together towards a common goal – a great  

education.  One of the keys to the school’s success has been the        

teamwork which is so evident – pupils, staff in the canteen, library, office 

and classrooms all make a huge contribution to its success.  I have worked 

with brilliant teachers (especially, of course, in the English Department!) 

over the years who have striven hard to ensure that our young people  

receive stimulating learning experiences.  I have welcomed the support all 

you teachers have given me both personally and professionally.  I have 

also enjoyed working with all the non-teaching staff who are always     

friendly and good-humoured.   I would like to make special mention of the 

staff in the office who have shown infinite patience when my poor           

organisation has led me to require last minute photocopying! 

Of course, parents have contributed in a really positive way to my work in 

the school.  A school works best when there is a partnership of trust         

between staff and parents and, in my experience, this has certainly been 

the case.  My work has been supported by you and I am grateful to you 

all. 

The people who are most responsible for making this school so special, of 

course, are the young people who have attended it over the years.      

Almost without exception, I have enjoyed good relationships with all the 

pupils I have taught (some of whom I now work with, and some I meet at 

parents’ afternoons!).  You have all been respectful, well behaved,      

hard-working, helpful and great, great fun. 

Finally I would like to make special mention of Mr Milton who has helped 

me a great deal in the years we have worked together.  I would also like 

to express my appreciation of his attempts to persuade me to have more 

formal farewells when I leave in July.  However I am not a great fan of   

being the centre of attention so I hope you will all respect my wish to leave 

the school without ceremony or presentations.  

I have been enormously privileged to have worked in Glen Urquhart High School and, although I am     

looking forward to my retirement, I am in absolutely no doubt about how much I will miss you all.  I wish 

you all the very best for the future. 

 

Yours, in friendship, 

Iain Graham  

Term 4 May /June 2015 

Dates for your diary 

New Timetable Starts 

New S5/6                     

Return to School 
Tuesday 2nd June 

Leavers’ Day 
Tuesday 9th June 

GUHS Showcase 
Tuesday 23rd June 

7.30pm 

P7 Transition Days 
Tuesday 23rd June -  

Friday 26th June 

P7 Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 25th June 

P7 Abriachan Day 
Friday 26th June 

Awards Ceremony 
Wednesday 1st July 

1.30pm 

Leavers’ Do 
Wednesday 1st July 

At The Loch Ness Inn 

5.00pm 

Leavers’ Dance 
Wednesday 1st July 

7.30pm 

Close  for Summer 

Break (12 noon) 
Thursday 2nd July 

New Term Starts 
Tuesday 18th August 



Leavers’ Day - 9th June 2015 - A number of  

pupils will be leaving us for, we much hope,           

enjoyable and rewarding futures.  I want to thank 

them all for the significant contributions they have 

made to school life and to our staff for helping     

prepare them for life after school.  

Leavers day starts at 9.15am.  Coffee and cakes will 

be served in the coffee bar at 10.00am.  This event 

gives leavers an opportunity to complete forms, 

return all books and equipment, hand in                      

completed R.O.A.s, collect their possessions, empty 

their lockers and say farewell to their teachers.  All       

leavers are expected to attend this event. 

Lost Property – any unclaimed items of clothing, 

shoes, trainers and jewellery will be packaged up 

during the holidays to be donated to Blythswood or 

Rag-Bag Recycling. 

Modern Languages - In 

March 4 pupils from the            

department (French, Spanish, 

German) travelled to Heriot Watt 

University where they attended a 

multi-lingual debate with the    

following motion:  “This House       

believes that the rise of the        

machine will end the era of the linguist”.  The day 

was challenging but very enjoyable.  Four speakers 

put forward their arguments for and against the 

motion in German, French, Spanish and Chinese                      

respectively, while final year students from the      

University’s Interpreting and Translating course    

simultaneously translated what was said (in a similar 

style to that used at international conferences or in 

the European Parliament).  The motion was of 

course defeated! In June a group of Senior pupils 

of French will be spending a few days in Paris 

where they have a busy schedule of sight-seeing.  

Accompanying them will be local experts,              

Mr Nègre and Ms Nairne.  On Saturday 13th June 

we are looking forward to the arrival of our German 

visitors with whom a number of pupils from different 

year groups spent time in Germany in September 

last year.  A varied programme is planned for them 

including local sight-seeing and outings.  The pupils 

and their teachers will have the chance to                  

compare aspects of their culture – food, sport, 

school life and life at home – with ours.  Look out for 

news of next year’s opportunities to do likewise!  

Head Teacher - This session provides excellent 

opportunities for our pupils to gain a wide range of 

experiences and further development of skills.  Our 

Work Experience Programme for pupils has been 

enhanced this year by the inclusion of the ASDAN 

short course “Careers and Experiencing Work”.  This 

course helps develop Careers Education 

knowledge and workplace skills.  It also helps pupils 

focus on finding a Work Experience placement 

that best suits their current interests.  A number of 

our partners in the community are offering some 

Senior, as well as S3 pupils, fantastic experiences in 

the work place.  I want to thank them all for        

supporting us in this valuable area of a young      

person’s development. 

Activities week had our Junior Pupils choosing from 

a host of enjoyable and educational experiences.  

I wish to thank Soirbheas who have donated a     

significant grant to our Parent Council which has 

allowed us to continue our annual outdoor                   

residential course which this year is held at South 

Laggan. 

Feedback from our recent parent survey has    

highlighted the need for communication between 

school and home to be strengthened further.  As a 

result we are currently re-designing our ‘new look’ 

school website which should be up and running by 

Summer.  We are also gathering parents’ email  

addresses which will allow us to communicate 

more frequently.  We will use this process to garnish 

parents’ views on future school developments.  It 

was also apparent that some pupils are still not            

participating in any of the school’s weekly                       

extra-curricular activities (programme enclosed).  I 

ask you to encourage your child to participate as 

fully as possible.  Mr Garry MacKay, Active Schools 

Co-ordinator, continues to develop this                 

programme with the help of willing community 

members.  This programme aids the Health and 

Wellbeing of our pupils especially in an age where 

Gaming and Social Networking continues to be 

prevalent. 

Finally a special thank you and farewell must go to 

Mr Iain Graham, our Principal Teacher of English.  

Mr Graham has served this school and community   

tirelessly for over 26 years, which has been most of 

his professional career.  A very popular teacher; Mr 

Graham is held in high regard by parents, pupils 

and colleagues, both past and present.  His      

contribution to school life and the impact he has 

had on pupils who have passed through his     

classroom is immeasurable.  He has been a truly 

outstanding professional, committed to doing his 

best for all his pupils as shown by the excellent    

results his classes have achieved over the years  He 

will be greatly missed and I am sure you will join me 

in wishing him all the best for the future. 

 

Best wishes to you all. 

Paul Milton 

 

SQA Exam Results – Senior Pupils are currently 

on Study Leave.  We have been delighted to see 

the work ethic they have shown in their pursuit of 

gaining the best possible qualifications.  Pupils   

wishing to receive results by text or e-mail must   

register for this via the My SQA website.  SQA results 

by post will be delivered on Tuesday 4th August 

2015. 



 

End of term 

fun run 

Enterprise 

group at the 

finals 



S6 Last Day 



Red Nose Day 

Nail Painting 

Red Nose Day 

Dodgeball 



Red Nose Day 

Talent Show 

Red Nose Day 

Pie the   

Teacher 



Water sports 2016- 

Our young people of 

the Glen again have an 

opportunity to take part 

in PGL's Mediterranean 

Water sports course, 

and experience the 

beautiful sandy   

beaches of Spain's            

Mediterranean coast. 

We know from past trips young people are        

challenged and motivated whilst improving    

teambuilding and personal skills.  Whether sailing, 

snorkelling, kayaking or windsurfing, the                

experienced instructors ensure students quickly   

acquire confidence in their new-found skills.  Past 

experiences have been exhilarating and fun.    

Feedback from pupils and parents has been hugely 

positive even suggesting pupils return with new 

found skills in ‘looking after themselves’ and       

consideration for others!  We have booked with 

PGL (Camping King’s site) to return to La Fosca in 

the North of Spain (Costa Brava) in May 2016 for a 

week.  A letter has been given to pupils in p7- S2 

detailing water sports 2016.  More information/

letters can be obtained from Mrs Nelson.  PGL’s 

website is a useful source of information as well; the 

link below to a video which summarises the         

activities.  http://www.pgl.co.uk/PGLWeb/Schools/

Secondary-schools/Overseas-adventure-video.htm 

Geography - S1geography pupils explore the  

local environment practicing their fieldwork skills. 

Pupils enjoyed the sunshine whilst completing      

excellent field sketches of Glen Affric  

Structures Competition - This year’s S1    

Structures competition produced some excellent 

presentations and interesting designs.  The     

winners were presented with their prizes at the 

Easter Assembly.  1R1; Team “POP” – Poppy 

Campbell & Owen Power for most weight of 

800gms: Team ”Disco Donuts” – Eve MacGregor 

& Fergus Robertson for Best Teamwork: Team 

“The Woodworkers” – Cerwyss McKay & Innes 

Hood for Best Presentation.  1R2, Team “Loella” – 

Isabella Webster & Lois Martin for most weight of 

800gms: Team “The Palominos” – Holly Cooper & 

Mathilde Jones for Best Teamwork: Team “The 

Moustaches” – Luke Francis and Blair Hood for 

Best Presentation.  Well done to everyone, let’s 

see if next year’s S1 classes can improve on the 

weight taken! 

Enterprise  - The group took part in the finals of 

the Enterprise programme at the Ironworks last 

term.  They were interviewed by judges during 

the day and did a presentation on stage in the 

evening in front of a large audience, sharing the 

experiences they have had running their business 

this year.  After the event I received numerous 

comments about how well they had presented 

and how professionally the group conducted 

themselves at the events throughout the year.  

The group has done immensely well this year and 

they have all benefited from taking part in the 

programme; gaining confidence, working as 

part of a team, overcoming some difficult     

challenges, and have had a unique opportunity 

to experience running a real life business.  The 

skills, experience and credit they have received 

from being part of this programme will certainly 

be advantageous to them in the future.  It has 

been a pleasure to work with such a great 

bunch of pupils this year in the programme; I am 

immensely proud of what they have achieved, 

and they should be very proud of themselves.    

Miss Weir 

Health & Wellbeing Day - for S1 to S3 pupils 

was held for the first time on Tuesday 12th May. 

The timetable was collapsed from 10:50am until 

3:35pm so that all 124 pupils could meet            

together in the Theatre before splitting into six 

equal sized groups to move round different  

workshops.  In groups of about 20, the pupils 

spent 30 minutes in the following sessions: Voice, 

Fitness, Food, Relaxation, General Wellbeing & 

Screen Time.  It was a fast moving day giving  

pupils the opportunity to think about their own 

health & wellbeing in a number of ways.  At the 

end of the day we had a short time to reflect on 

what we had discussed and learned.  Feedback 

from the pupils was positive and we hope that 

we can make this an annual event. Many thanks 

to all the teachers who helped to make this day 

the success that it was. 

David Humphris 

Ranger visits - We are 

very fortunate that Jenny 

G r a n t  o u r  f r i e n d l y         

neighbourhood Highland 

Counci l  Ranger  has          

accompanied us on a   

number of excursions and 

she has visited the school 

throughout the year to help 

us make the garden a     

haven for wildlife.  We are 

grateful for her time and 

sharing her enthusiasm of 

the outdoors. 

http://www.pgl.co.uk/PGLWeb/Schools/Secondary-schools/Overseas-adventure-video.htm
http://www.pgl.co.uk/PGLWeb/Schools/Secondary-schools/Overseas-adventure-video.htm


Contact us 

Glen Urquhart High School 

Drumnadrochit 

Inverness-shire 

IV63 6XA 
Tel: 01456 459134 
Email: glenurquhart.high@highland.gov.uk 

Pupil Absence 
Please contact us by phone on 01456 459134 or    

e-mail jane.strachan@highland.gov.uk at the 

school office as soon as possible and no later than 

9.30am if your child will not be attending school for 

any reason. 
 

Pupil Appointments during School Hours 
If your child needs to leave school to attend an 

appointment please ensure you provide the 

school office with an appointment card/letter.  If 

we have not heard from you, or your child does 

not bring an appointment card to the office on 

the morning of their appointment, for safety      

reasons, we cannot allow them to leave. 
 

School Dress - is Red, Black and White.  Please 

support the school in ensuring your child does not 

wear jeans to school.  This is our place of business.   

No football colours are allowed (this includes 

scarves, hats, bags, etc.).   

 

 

Pupil Medicines 

Please ensure that you inform us of any            

medication your child is taking or any conditions 

affecting your child's  wellbeing.  Please help us to 

be prepared for any eventuality.   

All information will be treated as confidential. 

Parent Council News - Back by popular       

demand and appearing at ‘the screen’ closer to 

your home, themed film nights!  Following the  

community’s warm and enthusiastic reception to 

the themed film screening of Mamma Mia at Glen 

Urquhart High School the parent council is planning 

to host future events on varying themes, Sci-fi and 

Disney.  Those of you who shared the fun of the last 

viewing look out for flyers and check the notice 

board announcing the next dates – spread the 

word and bring-a-friend!  

We hope your little chicks enjoyed the tradition of 

their annual indulgence of a Cadbury’s cream 

egg, courtesy of the Parent Council, on            

completion of the Easter Fun Run round           

Craigmonie woods. 

As the junior school embark on challenges such as 

work experience placements and adventure     

holiday activities, the parent councils extends its 

warmest wishes for success in the senior school 

members endeavours in their exams. 

We would also like to acknowledge the successful 

receipt of a grant from Soirbheas towards the cost 

of the school activity week, reducing the cost of 

places to pupils.  Our thanks go to Mrs Woodhouse 

for her contribution in liaising with Soirbheas in   

submission of this successful application. 

The Parent Council meet again on Tuesday 9 June 

at 7pm.  If you have inventive fundraising           

suggestions you wish to share or simply wish to pop 

along to meet everyone, please feel welcome. 

Or contact Sodi Kakouris: sodi@kakouris.co.uk 

ASDAN Gardening project - The 

class currently has two projects 

on the go, the first is working on a 

gardening project with the Glen 

Urquhart Child Care Centre.  Our 

pupils have been visiting the  

centre once a week to work with 

the nursery pupils in the garden. 

So far seed potatoes have been 

planted and some of the planters 

have been refreshed. We are all looking forward 

to seeing the project blossom.  The pupils have 

also been working tirelessly in the school garden. 

Currently pupils are growing vegetables from 

scratch which will be transferred into the new 

raised beds that are being constructed at the  

moment.  We would like to thank the Forestry 

Commission for providing the school with the logs, 

Kevin Bartlett from MM Miller for the topsoil, Borlum 

Farm for the manure and our Janitors (Bobo, Batti 

and Younie) who have worked tremendously hard 

making the raised beds, advising us on what to 

plant and lugging copious amounts of soil and 

manure! 

Newsletter Enclosures:  

 Radon Testing at HC Properties 

 Extra–curricular Activities 

 School Meal Price List 

 Craigmonie Centre - What’s On 

 Duke of Edinburgh letter 

If any of the above are missing please contact the 

school office on 01456 459134. 

Creative and Aesthetic Showcase Event -   

our annual showcase of creative work will be held 

in the school theatre on the evening of Tuesday 

23rd June at 7.30pm.  Tickets available at the door, 

£2 for adults and £1 for concessions.  This is always 

a popular event showing the Artwork, Music and 

Animation created and performed by our pupils 

over the last session with refreshments and a raffle 

during the interval.  Please join us for a great 

night’s entertainment. 

Glen 100 Club Winners:  
Jan - £15 Thomas Macleod; £10 Andrew Thomson 

Feb - £15 Amanda Graham; £10 Andrew Thomson 

Mar - £15 John Peteranna; £10 Fiona Thomson 

Apr- £15 Rosemary Woodhouse; £10 Thomas    

Macleod 

mailto:sodi@kakouris.co.uk

