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Glen Urquhart Caman 
Hitting home the news from Glen Urquhart High School 

As I write this article our Senior Pupils have completed their SQA              

examinations and I am delighted to say that not one examination has 

been missed by our pupils.  This is testament to how seriously our young 

people have taken their studies this session.  The huge amount of effort 

and work our staff and your children have put in this year will, we hope, be 

justly rewarded in August when our young people receive their results. 

Health and Wellbeing has been high on our agenda this year.  As you can 

see by these pictures we have had considerable success at team sports.  

Our Senior Boys’ football team, coached by Mr Graham Russell, retained 

the Small School’s Football League title in March and our U14s shinty team, 

coached by Mrs Laura Fraser, lifted the Robertson Cup in May.  Well done 

to all involved.  Following on from our very successful Junior Health and 

Wellbeing day held during a gloriously sunny day on May 9th we have just 

finished Activities Week.  During this week our normal timetable was       

suspended and our junior pupils participated in a week of adventure and 

activity.  Whether at the outdoor education centre at Laggan or           

participating in numerous trips or school based activity our young people 

have had a wonderful week with the weather being kind to us.  Apart from 

the obvious health benefits of such a week new friendships develop and 

existing relationships are strengthened for staff and pupils alike.  I want to 

thank all staff for supporting our activities but in particular Mrs Rosemary 

Woodhouse and Mr Neil McGregor for organising the week.  Finally the 

week long residential trip to Laggan and the resulting pupil experiences 

could only have happened with the support of our Parent Council who 

successfully gained funding from our partners Soirbheas of over £4,600. 

This term our local PC, Ryan McGill, held assemblies on the topic of        

internet safety.  These eye opening presentations really emphasised the 

importance of us all being mindful of ensuring our young people are kept 

safe whilst online. 

Starting on the 5th June the school will begin its restructured 32 period 

week.  Whilst this means earlier starts during the week (beginning at 8.40 

now) and an earlier finish on a Friday (12.25), the opportunities it creates 

are exciting.  In the Junior Phase we are able to expand our provision of 

Creative Arts and devote more time to beneficial inter-disciplinary       

learning.  In the Senior Phase we are now able to offer electives including 

mandatory Practical Cookery and Finance lessons to ensure all of our young 

people not only receive an excellent academic education but a grounding in ‘real life’ skills. 

Finally, we have a couple of events we hope you can attend.  On Thursday 29th June we have our       

annual Closing Ceremony and on Monday 26th June, from 5.30pm to 7.30pm, we will hold our “Summer 

Arts Showcase”.  This will be a free event in the Theatre showcasing our pupils’ musical and artistic talents.  

Best wishes to you all. 

Paul Milton 

Head Teacher 

Term 4 June 2017 

Dates for your diary 

P7 Transition Days 
Tuesday 20th June -  

Friday 23rd June 

P7 Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 22nd June 

7.00pm-9.00pm 

P7 Abriachan Day 
Thursday 22nd June 

Awards Ceremony 
Thursday 29th June 

Urquhart & Glenmoriston 

Church, Drumnadrochit 

1.30pm 

Leavers’ Do 
Thursday 29th June 

The Loch Ness Inn 

5.00pm 

Leavers’ Dance 
Thursday 29th June 

7.30pm 

Close for Summer 

Break (12.25) 
Friday 30th June 

New Term Starts 
Tuesday 15th August 

8.40am 



Technical - S1 Structures Challenge  This 

year’s structures challenge was certainly one to    

remember with one group achieving a staggering 

weight taken of 1150 grams, the most weight we 

have ever had taken by this project.  The testing 

took place on 31st March, with Mr Fulton, Mrs 

Nairne, Alice Brown and Mrs Walker judging the 

presentations.  The results were - 1R1 – Team “Up to 

your neck in Custard” (Emma Macdonald & Eric        

Robinson) took the prize for most weight taken with 

a staggering 1150 grams.  Team “EUTHAN” (Ethan 

McGuinness & Euan McCallum) won Best        

Presentation.  Team “JANGUS” (Angus MacCallum 

& Jake MacLean-Curry) won the Best Team Work.  

1R2 – Team “MACNICOL” (Abigail Macdonald & 

Michael Nicol) took the prize for most weight taken 

with 780 grams.  Team “Towering Terrors” (Niamh 

Mackay & Kyle McLaren) won Best Presentation. 

Team “Double E” (Emily Kearns & Eilidh Murchison) 

won Best Teamwork.  Some excellent presentations 

were delivered and we are looking forward to next 

year’s new S1s rising to the challenge set by our  

students this year.  Well done everyone.  

Lost Property – any unclaimed items of clothing, 

shoes, trainers and jewellery will be packaged up 

during the holidays to be donated to Blythswood 

or Rag-Bag Recycling. 

P7 Transition Events  During the month of June 

we have three events planned to help smooth the 

transition from P7 to S1.  Keep an eye out for       

information sent home via pupil schoolbags at the 

end of this month. 

PE Department Request  If your child takes part 

in a sports team (football, shinty, hockey,    rugby) 

from next session, the PE department       politely 

request that pupils have their own black shorts and 

black socks.  Thank you. 

Staff Changes  This session we    

welcome Mrs Leyla Nellan as our new 

Home Economics Teacher.  We are 

delighted she has joined us and wish 

her well during her time here. 

 

Congratulations to Miss Aimee Snoek who became 

a permanent member of staff as Teacher of      

Modern Languages.  Aimee was probationer   

teacher of French and German in session 2016-17. 

We wish her all the best in this post.  

This session we said goodbye to Garry MacKay, our 

Active Sports Coordinator.  Garry has taken up a 

new exciting post as the National Squash              

Coordinator.  We wish him all the best and thank 

him for all the work he has done supporting both our 

young people and our extensive extra-curricular 

programme. 

We also say goodbye to Miss Kirsty Turner who has 

been our probationer teacher of Geography during 

session 2016-17.  We wish to thank her and wish her 

the very best of luck in her future endeavours. 

Newsletter Enclosures:  

 School Meal Price List 

 Craigmonie Centre - What’s  On 

 Meningitis/Septicaemia symptom 

 Youth Work in Glen Urquhart 2016-2017 

 Feis Gleann Albainn 

 The Shieling Project 

If any of the above are missing please contact the 

school office on 01456 459134. 

SQA Exam Results    
Senior Pupils have returned from Study Leave.  We 

have been delighted to see the work ethic they 

have shown in their pursuit of gaining the best     

possible qualifications.  Pupils wishing to receive  

results by text or e-mail must register for this via the 

My SQA website.  SQA results by post will be          

delivered on Tuesday 8th August 2017. 

School Dinners 2017 – the prices of school 

meals increased in April 2017.  We have enclosed 

the new price list for your information.   

Summer Showcase The Creative and Aesthetic 

Department will be holding their annual Summer 

Showcase on Monday 26th June from 5.30-7.30pm.   

There will be a variety of entertainment including 

Music, Poetry and Drama performances.                

Refreshments available throughout the evening.  

Parents are invited to drop-in for some or all of the                    

performances.  All welcome. 

Great Glen Youth Theatre (GGYT) is a group 

of pupils from different years who meet once a 

week on Wednesdays 3.35-5.00pm, to devise,     

create, perform and direct Theatre.  They have   

recently performed their home show performance 

of ‘Zero for the Young Dudes’, part of the National 

Theatre Connections Festival to an audience which 

included Eden Court Creative Manager Kati 

Kozikowska and Tom King a director at The National 

Theatre of Scotland (NTS).  They took their            

production to Eden Court where they performed 

along with many other Youth Theatres from across 

Scotland in a week long Festival which included 

workshops in performance, tech, costume, staging 

and dance, which culminated every evening in 

watching the other Youth Theatre's performances.  

They mixed with hundreds of other like minded 

young people and gained skills in many different 

areas.  If you are interested in joining GGYT then 

please speak to Charlotte Graham (S4) your Eden 

Court Ambassador or Amanda Luscombe your 

Eden Court Theatre Worker. 



John Peteranna 

Senior Football Team 

Rhiannan  

MacIntosh 

Cameron MacIntosh 

S1/2 Shinty Team 



 

Easter Fun Run 



 
 

Easter Fun Run 



Structures Challenge 

Team ‘Macnicol’  

Structures Challenge 

Team ‘Up to your neck in custard’ 

S1 and S2 

1R1 Winners 

1R2 

Senior Girls 
S3 



Pupil achievements continued 

Music  Some of our GUHS string pupils recently 

competed in The Inverness Music Festival.  We have 

detailed some of the adjudicator’s comments.  

They all performed brilliantly and did themselves 

and the school proud.  Hamish Reid S2 - 3rd place in 

Violin Group C (Grade 3) with a Commended mark 

of 85.  “Nice feeling of energy and a very good  

dynamic contrast.  This had a real dance-like feel.”  

Luke Francis S3 - 2nd place in Violin Group B 

(Grade4/5) with a commended mark of 84.  “You 

caught the style rather nicely, rhythms were tight 

and intonation was secure.”  Niamh MacKay S1 - A 

Merit mark of 83 in Violin Group E (Grade 1/2).  

“Well in tune and a nice  tempo. Bravo!”  Euan 

McCallum S1 - A Merit mark of 81 in Violin Group E 

(Grade 1/2). “Good tempo and a nice lilt to this.  

Well tried.”  Catherine Hart S1 - 3rd place in Violin 

Group D (Grade 2/3) with a Commended mark of 

85.  “Very rhythmical playing and lovely control 

over tuning and slides. This had energy.  Well 

Done.”  Emma Urwin S2 - A Merit mark of 83 in Violin 

Group C (Grade 3).  “Good careful playing. Well 

Done.” 

 

Piping  John Peteranna (S4) attended a week long 

intensive training and awards ceremony at Redford   

Barracks last October.  John picked up an award 

for the Pibroch from Roddy MacLeod, MBE from the 

national piping centre.  

 

English  Our S1 classes also took part in the        

Inverness Music Festival competing in The Group 

Verse Speaking category.  1R2 gave a super             

performance of ‘The Smuggler’s Song’ by Rudyard 

Kipling and were victorious, winning the Florian’s 

Trophy for Speech.  2R1 were close on their heels 

with a lively performance of ‘The Pirate Don Durk of 

Dowdee’ by Mildred Meigs.  S1 and S2 pupils were 

entered in the solo categories.  Fergus Reid (S1)

came 1st in the Solo Prose Reading and Catherine 

Hart (S1)came 1st in the Solo Verse Speaking.  

 

Neil  Gunn Writ ing Competit ion                 
Congratulations to Imogen James (S5) who came 

second in the secondary section of the Neil Gunn 

Writing Competition.  Imogen will receive a £60 

prize and a certificate in recognition of her efforts. 

 
 

Pupil Achievements  We want to celebrate all 

our pupils successes whether these are achieved in 

school or in the community.  Please contact the 

school so we can record and celebrate our young 

people’s achievements.  Please email the school at 

glenurquhart.high@highland.gov.uk putting GUHS 

Pupil Success as the subject line.   

MacBean Cup  A huge well done to the S1/2   

shinty team who were runners-up in the MacBean 

Cup on Wednesday 3rd May in Fort William.  The team 

finished top of the league with 4 wins and 2 draws.  

After a close semi-final with Lochaber, the team were 

into the final against Kingussie.  A very, very close 

game with some excellent shinty from both teams 

saw Kingussie overall winners after a tense three 

rounds of penalties. 

SPORTS 

Shinty 

Glen Urquhart Win Shinty Shop Sixes  Hosts 

Glen Urquhart High School won the Shinty Shop   

Robertson Cup Sixes, defeating Portree 2-0 in 

Drumnadrochit on Tuesday 16th May.  A total of ten 

teams from across the Highlands and Islands took 

part in the under fourteen event, and following the 

group stages the semi final line up saw Glen Urquhart 

knocking out the holders Lochaber 1-0 in golden 

goal extra time and Portree defeating Kingussie 1-0.  

Kingussie went on to defeat Lochaber 3-1 in the third 

place play off.  Glen Urquhart scored a goal in each 

half against Portree to secure the win in a close and 

exciting final.  There was further success for Glen   

Urquhart when Cameron Bremner (S3)was awarded 

the player of tournament award.  Event organiser 

Allan MacLeod said; "The turn out for today's       

competition was fantastic, especially seeing the   

Nicolson Institute traveling across from Stornoway to 

take part witch is a massive commitment.  We are 

very appreciative of the continued support of Shinty 

Football 

Senior Football Team  The Senior Football team 

played Ullapool High School away from home and 

won the fixture 0–5.  A terrific team performance, 

managed by Mr Graham Russell, with goals from 

Colin Birnie (2), Brady Griffiths (2) and Finlay Ralston.  

Pupil achievements   

Rugby  Malcolm MacLeod (S5) has been selected 

to train with the Caledonian Reds, one of the four 

District teams in Scotland.  Alexander Thom (S3) has 

also been selected to train with the U13 Caledonian 

Reds squad. 
 

Athletics  Rhiannan (S5) and Cameron MacIntosh 

(S4) both did really well competing in the North     

Districts Championships.  Rhiannan won Gold in the 

100m hurdles and Silver in the 100m sprint.  Cameron 

won Gold in the Javelin and Silver in the Long Jump.  

Cameron is sitting 2nd best in Scotland for Javelin 

and his coach is confident he will be invited to the 

internationals in Ireland to compete for Scotland and 

has a chance to compete in the Youth                

Commonwealth games in the Bahamas if he can 

maintain the distance of his throw.  

 



Contact us 

Glen Urquhart High School 

Drumnadrochit 

Inverness-shire 

IV63 6XA 
Tel: 01456 459134 

Pupil Absence 
Please contact us by phone on 01456 459134 or    

e-mail jane.strachan@highland.gov.uk at the 

school office as soon as possible and no later than 

9.30am if your child will not be attending school for 

any reason. 
 

Pupil Appointments during School Hours 
If your child needs to leave school to attend an 

appointment please ensure you provide the 

school office with an appointment card/letter.  If 

we have not heard from you, or your child does 

not bring an appointment card to the office on 

the morning of their appointment, for safety      

reasons, we cannot allow them to leave. 
 

School Uniform - 83% of pupils recently          

indicated their support for our current school dress 

code.  Research indicates that such school wear 

has a positive impact on pupils’ achievements.  

Our school dress code is Red, Black and White.  

Please support the school in ensuring your child 

does not wear jeans to school.  This is our place of 

business.   

No football colours or logos are allowed (this      

includes scarves, hats, bags, etc.).   
 

Pupil Medicines 

Please ensure that you inform us of any            

medication your child is taking or any conditions 

affecting your child's  wellbeing.  Please help us to 

be prepared for any eventuality.   

First Aid with ASDAN 
I n  J a n u a r y  F i o n a       

McDiarmid from the Red 

Cross visited the Asdan les-

son to help us achieve a 

first aid module.  She spent 

the morning demonstrating 

first aid techniques.  The 

group had to deal with 

some horrific injuries! 
 

The pupils have produced some      

information posters that are now up in 

school and all the work will 

g o  t o w a r d s  t h e m     

achieving the Bronze Per-

sonal Development Award 

this year. 

A big thank you to Fiona for              

volunteering her time to come in and 

work with us. 

Drama Group  We are happy to announce our 

new school production in 2017 will be WE WILL 

ROCK YOU.  Set in the future featuring the music 

of Queen, the show will be performed over the 

usual 3 nights at the end of November and   

promises to be our best yet!  Auditions will be   

taking place in the school theatre from 3.35pm – 

6.00pm on Thursday 15th June. 
It is open to all year groups S1 – S6…. Go for it! 

Potato Planting with ASDAN 
We’re back in the 

school garden, 

weeding and pre-

paring the raised 

beds ready for 

planting.  The 

school was given a 

number of seed 

potatoes which 

we have now 

planted.  

We look forward to harvesting 

when we return after the summer.  Thanks to 

Soirbheas for providing the seed potatoes. 

01 

29th June 2017 

formal dress - 
refreshments Leavers 

Dance   7.30-10.30   

Wemyssh
ill Ceilidh band £4 

Leavers Dance  Our annual School Leavers 

Dance takes place Thursday 29th June 2017 from 

7.30pm to 10.30pm.  Tickets cost £4.00 and are 

available from the school office from Thursday 

22nd June (break and lunchtimes).  Bill Ross will 

provide a minibus for pupils who live in Tomich, 

Cannich and Balnain.  Bus will depart Tomich at 

6.50; Cannich 7.00; Balnain 7.15 to arrive at  GUHS.     

Return departs GUHS at 10.30; arrive Balnain 10.45; 

arrive Cannich 11.00a and Tomich 11.10pm.  Pupils 

will be picked up and dropped off en-route.  
 

 


